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ROYALITE quality is a bonus that 
pays dividends. ROYALITE petro- 


leurn products deliver more in every 
way, because they are refined to 
meet western Canadian operating 
conditions. For efficient delivery of 
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Letters 


Box 243, 
Alert Bay, B.C. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


I have just picked up my usual copy 
of your magazine at our local news 
stand, and I want to be on record of 
telling you just what I think of your 
latest effort of disguising, the once 
very popular magazine, the North- 
west Digest. 

I am not a critic by nature, but the 
way you have been fooling around with 
the Cover, changing the style, colors, 
etc. Its getting to be more like the 
cheap Digest on sale at every maga- 
zine stand across the country. I have 
had to look for your last two issues 
for an hour before finding them, the 
last I had to get the newsy to get it 
for me, you had it so well disguised. 

I and a lot more wish you would 
stick to the original style and color, 
which I think sets it out apart from 
the other common Digests. 

You have, in the Northwest Digest , 
one of the best magazines in Canada 
and perhaps the U.S. A. and I for one 
wish you the best of luck in the good 
work. 


Yours very truly, 
W.J. Mason. 


## Sorry for the changes, Bill, but 
the old style just wasn’t competative 
on the Newstands. Other magazines 
canrun dummy copies of changes and 
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ee 
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pick out the style they want, but this 
is beyond our means. We have to se- 
lect the alternative of experimenting 
with a few issues. Incidentally we 
would welcome other letters from our 
readers telling us of their reactions. 
So far most people seem to have 
approved the changes because our 
circulation is rising continuously. 


Reid Lake, 
IB (C- 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


I especially enjoy the feature ‘‘A- 
round The Towns’’, as it gives so 
much accurate information of what is 
really happening in our province. It 
isa great additiontothe Digest. Keep 
up the good work. 

Most sincerely, 
Nellie ®. Campbell. 


324 W - 83 St., 
New York, N. Y. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


I have just received and read my 
copy of the Digest. It is enjoyable to 
reaqd the anecdotes and goings onfrom 
my home territory, and each time I 
turn a page to see some familiar 
Cariboo scene I get an acute case of 
itchy feet. 

We plan to migrate back to Western 
Canada this summer and might just 


around Quesnel in 
What a delightful 


by coincidence be 
hunting season. 


{ tht | 
i Yours sincerely, 
D. A. Holley, M.D. 


Midoxgate, 
Fearn, 
Ross-Shire, Scotland. 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 

As a possible future immigrant to 
B.C., I have enjoyed your magazine 
and have been looking forward to your 
forthcomming series ‘‘How British 
Columbia Earns A Living’’. How 
about an article on the salmon fishing. 
Inan article on Bella Coola you barely 
mentioned fishing, although from the 
pictures there appeared tobe a size- 
able fleet of boats there. 


Yours faithfully, 
J.J. Mann. 


## An article on salmon fishermen 
should be interesting and informative. 
We have passed the idea along to our 
Coast Editor. 


Anahim Lake, 


Editor, 
Northwest Digest. 


Your editorial in the March-April 
issue of the Northwest Digest hit me 
right in the middle as it sure answers 
my feelings concerning C. B.C. and 
the monoply they have over Radio 
Broadcasts in Canada. I am sure 
many others who read this editorial 
will feel the same as I do and I know 
it answers for most of the thousands 
of people living in Canada today. 


Sincerely yours, 
B. W. McKilvington. 


HAatel Devonshire 


849 WEST GEORGIA ST. 
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THE BRITISH COLUMBIA GOVERNMENT TRAVEL BUREAU 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY 
PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS, VICTORIA, B.C. 


T. L. STURGESS ERNEST EVANS HON. RALPH CHETWYND 
Deputy Minister Commissioner Minister 


Editorial 


The opposite pictures showa small 
segment of British Columbia. They 
also showa strong reason why B.C.’s 
residents should give priority to the 
idea of ‘‘Seeing B.C. First’’ when 
drafting holiday plans. British Co- 
lumbia has been singularly blessed 
with all necessities for a perfect 
vacation. 10,000 lakes, 90 major 
rivers, four mountain ranges, 23,000 
miles of main highway, 10,000 miles 
of trails, flora ranging from sub- 
tropical to sub-arctic, and a climate 
from cool Pacific to hot Interior, 
provides sufficient variation for even 
the most den.anding. 

Each year the Government spends 
thousands of dollars advertising B.C. 
in an effort to attract tourists. Asa 
result last year B.C. played host to 
over one million visitors who spent 
$90,000,000, more than twice as 
much as was realized from the fish- 
ing industry. Tourism is B.C.’s 
fourth most valuable industry, and 
within the early future it could be 
third. British Columbia residents, 
especially those on the lower main- 
land, could materially assist this 
process by planning a B.C. vacation. 


For instance in 1952 approximately 
55 per cent of Vancouver and Victoria 
residents spent their holidays outside 
of B.C., withtwo-thirds ofthem going 
across the line. Altogether B.C. 
vacationists from the lower mainland 
spent nearly $30,000,000, and the 
fact that the majority went to the 
United States or elsewhere means a 
loss to B.C. of about $20, 000,000. 
And this was in 1952. In the interim 
period B.C.’s prosperity has greatly 
increased the number of vacationists , 
and this year holiday makers will 
spend easily $24,000, 000 outside of 
Bas 
In this motorized age it is deplor- 
able that the majority of Vancouver 
residents know Washington and Ore- 
gon far better than they know B.C. 

By seeing B.C. first, lower main- 
land residents will not only be doing 
B.C. a service but themselves as 
well, because they will gain a far 
deeper appreciation of their own ma- 
jestic homeland. The Okanagan, the 
Kootenays, the Cariboo, the Central 
Interior, Highway 16, the Peace River , 
allof these are storied and attractive 
regions. They all welcome the tour- 
ist, anditis only appropriate that the 
majority of these tourists be from 
Bas 


A section of the superb Cariboo Highway and grain fields in the Peace 
River. B.C. Government Travel Bureau Photos 
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Wrecker Service, Firestone Tires 
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WHETHER HAULING YOUR BCAT TO THE LAKE OR A RAILWAY FLATCAR ACROSS COUNTRY, 
DOCHERTY-BLAIR CAN BE Cx’ SERVICE. NO JOB TOO BIG; NO JOB TOO SMALL. 


DOCHERTY « BLAIR CONSTRUCTION CO. 


DIRT-MOVING CONTRACTORS and HEAVY HAULING SPECIALISTS 


Cedar Poles - For Power and Telephone Lines 
MOVING - HAULING - EXCAVATING - BULLDOZING - TRACK-LAYING 


Write For Estimates 


QUESNEL, BRITISH COLUMBIA 


The earthis born again each year. 
I know it when the first warm, brack- 
en-scented wind creeps down from 
the uplands and the sun slowly de- 
scends the mountains to spread its 
golden length along the winter-dark- 
ened valley. 

I know it when the moss - which 
faded to such pale green under the 
bleaching snows of winter - begins to 
take on itsrichvelvet darkness again 
and to raise itself from the softening 
earth. When the new twigs of the 
huckleberry glow as though red wine 
were running in their veins and the 
elderberry buds flush pink through 
the hard greenoftheir fullness. When 
the blackberry shoots show an ame- 
thyst tinge, while the hooker and long- 
leaved willows display orange-red 
and red-brown stems beside the rush- 
ing white waters of the rivers. The 
black willow accompanies the roaring 
strean:s down from the hills and its 
soft grey pods - softer than any pussy 
Ihave ever known - have the gentle 
gleam of old pewter against the heavy 
darkness of the conifers. 

Low plants of forest and clearing 
show a crisp green over the brown of 
old grasses and the red decay of fallen 
cedars. Around my special friend, a 
huge Douglas fir, the heart-shaped 
leaves of the yellow violet cover the 
snow-drenched earth and trillium 
buds show whiteness beside the forest 
paths. 

In early morning and again at twi- 
light the birds pour out their hearts 
from the edge of the woodland. Sa- 
vannah and white-crowned sparrow 
share the grass seed aimiably and 
the celestial mountain bluebird is seen 
in passage. Downy woodpecker, stel- 


lar jay, yellow-bellied sapsucker , 
black-headed grosbeak and _ belted 
kingfisher flash across my clearing 
and the song of the water ouzel rises 
even more sweetly than before. Chip- 
munks shrill from the stumps and the 
geese have gone over. 

The reluctance of this mountain 
spring makes me like it all the more. 
Here, at my cabin in the Selkirks, 
there istime to appreciate and ponder 
it. I never know what each day will 
bring: the arrival of a new bird a- 
cquaintance or an old feathered friend, 
a swarm of Compton tortoise shell 
butterflies like sunlight on the path 
or the dark loveliness of a mourning 
cloak floating silently past me. Swift 
beauty, Slow beauty. 

Time goesfrom sun to shower with 
elfin speed. During the days of warmth 
the wild pink currant breaks into 
bloom and the American tortoiseshell 
and blue butterflies flit colorfully 
through my garden. The tent cater- 
pillar moth isthere also and, towards 
evening, the polyphemus, the twin- 
spotted hawk, the lilac sphinx, the 
dark wood-nymph and the exquisite 
saltmarch tiger moth show them- 
selves on the porch or near my lamp. 

Vegetable flats are being hardened 
off outdoors and the cold frame is 
green with perennial shoots. It is 
possible to transplant parsley, let- 
tuce, cabbage and onions and to move 
the caraway plants in the herb garden. 
Potatoes and peas are planted in due 
crop rotation and the seeds of borage , 
dill, sweet basil, sorrel, lavender , 
sweet marjoram, broccoli, kohlrabi, 
turnip, brussels sprouts, sugar beet , 
carrot, endive, red beet, tendergreen 


and swiss chard go in day by day. 

Day by day too I go out looking for 
the first shoots of the wilderness: 
yellow arum, bracken curls, young 
green leaves of almost anything. How 
tangy they seem after the cold storage 
fare of winter. Many of myteas - gin- 
ger, mint, camomile, sage, Labra- 
dor, fireweed, dandelion root, violet , 
elderflower, clover - come from the 
wilderness also as the year goes on. 
Salads of mustard, dandelion, sorrel, 
wild onion, plantain, lambs quarters, 
shepherd’s purse and other wild young 
shoots and sprouts are no novelty. 
Watching these green through the 
black soil and thinking of delicious 
meals to come is one of spring’s many 
jOys. 

Others are seeing again the face of 
that old friend, earth, coming out 
from beneath the snows; breathing the 
first wind of this new season. There 
is a scent in that wind that is in no 
other and a freedom and freshness 
about it which could belong to only one 
time of year. 

The wind of each season has its own 
special perfume and character and 
one could never be mistaken for a- 
nother. The summer wind smells of 
flowers and cut grass; the autumn wind 
of smoke and fog and bracken; the 
winter wind of snowand crisp air and 
sharp, clean space. But the spring 
wind has running water in it and the 
smell of damp earth and wet bark - 
and something else that is simply 
spring and that is all it is. 

This air is more zestful, more sat- 
isfying than any wine. Taking it into 
the lungs in chilly, clear breaths is 

Continued on Page 35 
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California Bighorns in their natural habitat 


C.N.R. photo 


Trapping (4 


Trapping California Bighorns, then 
transporting and transplanting them 
to other areas on the continent, will 
soon be ‘old hat? to Lawson Sugden, 
game biologist in the Williams Lake 
district. 

The first successful project of this 
kind was carried out by the B.C. Game 
Commission in the fall of 1954. In 
co-operation with the Oregon State 
Game Commission they transferred 
twenty wild mountain sheep from the 
Williams Lake areatothe Hart Mount - 
ain region of southeastern Oregon. 

How do you go about trapping mount - 
ain sheep, those elusive balls of fluff 
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Lawson Sugden, regional 
Game biologist from Will- 
iams Lake. 


by ZETA GRAYSEN 


that are a challenge to the best of 
hunters, let alone a person out to trap 
them alive and unharmed. Well, 
trapping them is easy, once you know 
how. It was getting to know how that 
was the problem. And a further prob- 
lem was the attitude of some people 
tothe plan. 

‘‘Why are we handing these beauti- 
ful animals over to the Americans?’’ 
wrote one crankto a Vancouver news- 
paper reporter. Game officials have 
realized for some time that the best 
management plan for wild sheep whose 
numbers are down, is one of re-pop- 
ulation formerly occupied ranges, and 


Hart Mountain, Oregon. 
range on a 1,000 acre protected pasture. 


Here the transplanted sheep will 


A big ram doesn't think too highly of 
being captured, even if it is only tem, 
orary and for his own benefit. 


Above 3 photos courtesy Oregon State Game Commission 


Bighorn 


at the same time breaking up unnec- 
essary concentrations. Excessive 
concentrations lead to misuse of the 
range plants, and lethal infestations 
of parasites and diseases. There are 
several examples where bands of 
sheep have been permitted to build 
up their numbers to the danger point , 
only to experience severe losses from 
disease and parasites. The famous 
Tarryall herd of Colorado is a striking 
example of such. 

Repeatedly this herd built up and 


Continued on Page 238 
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Powell Riverites are justly proud of théir large 25 year club which annually 
honors the Company's long serviced employees. Here Chairman of the Board 


Harold S. Foley (center) compares watches of new club member, Reeve Ray 
Weaver (left) and Charlie Powell, one of the Company’s earliest employees. 


argest in B.C. to be built by volunteer labor. 
Powell River Studio photos 


Powell River is the largest producer 
of newsprint in the world. Its product 
is shipped to the far corners of the 


globe and about one in every twenty 
five of the world’s newspapers is pr- 
inted on Powell River paper. 


Seventy-five miles up B.C.’s fjord- 
like coast is a community virtually 
unknown to B.C. residents, yet one 
that is as familiar as their evening 
paper. In fact, in one way it is the 
evening paper, because without this 
community many newspapers would 
shrink to four pages and less. This 
applies not only to B.C., but also to 
hundreds of papers in a dozen count- 
ries because they, too, depend largely 
on Powell River newsprint. 

There are two reasons why the 
average B.C. resident doesn’t know 
too much about the world’s newsprint 
capital of Powell River. One is that 
until recently the only access to the 
community was by coast steamer, 
making it unattractive to the average 
B.C. citizen on vacation. The second 
is that local residents are a modest 
bunch. 

Not that they are stand-offish; it’s 
just that they are supremely contented 
and quite satisfied to let the rest of 
the world go by. However, here they 
are being unfair to themselves, be- 
cause besides being the world’s larg- 
est individual newsprint producer, 
there are other outstanding features 
about the community. 

For instance, although Powell River 
was a Company town for 43 years, 
some of its wealthiest residents never 
worked for the Company, although 
they got rich in the community. A- 
nother interesting feature is that dist- 

Continued on Page 20 
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Wolf bellied out in the snowa couple 
of hundred yards from the spruce with 
scarce a muscle twitching. Though 
he might easily have reached the foot 
of the willows in one huge lunge had 
he cared to leap, he would still have 
been out of range of the five prairie 
chicken perched on the limbs above. 
So he bellied there with the watery 
stab of the setting sun full into his 
eyes, scarce breathing as he watched 
the prairie chicken partake of an early 
supper of willow shoots. A puff of 
wind trembled the willows and the 
prairie chicken flapped their wings. 
Wolf’s eyes twinkled but his nose 
never moved from his paws. Three 
of the chicken preened their feathers 
and dropped tothe snow and burrowed 
in beneath it. Wolf flexed his muscles. 
The scent of the three birds lay heavy 
about the snow and the pink tip of 
Wolf’s tongue flicked out from bet ween 
his teeth. 

Then Wolf’s muscles relaxed; the 
chicken were well out of range of his 
present chances of catching one. A 
pre-mature attempt now could; only 
result in scaring the flock away and 
with their departure so too would go 
Wolf’s slender chances of stoking his 
shrunken stomach. 

Another chicken came down from 
the willows and went into the snow 
twenty five yards away. The fifth bird 
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cocked its head sideways and began 
moving along a branch. With never 
a flux of fur nor flesh Wolf watched 
the bird’s movements. The prairie 
chicken ruffed itself, preened its 
feathers and stretched a wing. Then 
taking a finalnip at a shoot it fluttered 
down inthe snow only fifteen feet from 
Wolf’s wrinkling nose. Wolf ceased 
tobreathe. He gathered his hind legs 
beneath him and inched to his front 
paws. Ears flattened and left hind leg 
stretched out hock uppermost, Wolf 
lifted out of the snow and hurled at the 
hidden prairie chicken with timing that 
was both accurate and deadly. While 
four of the birds exploded out ofthe 
snow and winged cackling across the 
swamp, the fifth died torn and bleed- 
ing in the grip of Wolf’s jaws. And 
he returned with it to the spruce and 
ate his first mealinover three weeks. 

As the longest river inthe land must 
eventually come to the ocean, so too 
must the mass of polar air that has 
tortured the wilderness for so long be 
finally pushed back by the stronger 
forces of moist Pacific air that move 
in from the sea. The moon was al- 
most spent when the chinook came to 
Long Swamp. Overhead a mass of 
purple clouds boiled into the sky and 
the hot breath of the wind that came 
with them licked at the snow until it 
became weighty with moisture. The 


The fifth bird died torn and bleeding 
in the grip of wolf’s jaws. 


forest was suddenly abustle with a 
splurge of activity. Porcupine came 
out from beneath the rock and shinned 
up a nearby tree. Snow shoe rabbits 
hopped away from their holes and sat 
owlishly blinking at the light. Achatter 
in huge excitement a host of red squir- 
rels frolicked from limb to limb and 
little grey chickadee birds hopped 
along the snow singing - Sweet wea- 
ther --- sweet weather. 

For forty eight hours the chinook 
blew in from the sea then as suddenly 
as they had come the clouds went away 
from the sky and the wind droned to 
a stop. The chinook had come and 
gone and as a keen frost again cooled 
the air the snow hardened until its 
crust was two inches thick. 

Wolf stepped cautiously out from 
the spruce tree. Spreading his toes 
and treading ever so gingerly he step- 
ped onto the snow. Finding that the 
crust held him he headed out into the 
swamp at a carefully measured trot. 
Still the crust supported his weight. 
So Wolf now jumped high into the air 
this time bringing his whole weight 
down on the snow in solid impact. 
And when the crust proved impreg- 
nable even to this test he broke into 
a fast lope that took him south up the 
middle of the swamp. He reached 
timberline at the other end, climbed 

Continued on Page 32 
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The Hart Highway. 
by 1959. 


Now that the snow has disappeared 
and dandelions are unwelcomely peer - 
ing through the green lawns, most 
Northwest residents have virtually 
forgotten winter. Of course some 
will take longer to forget than others, 
includedaniong them the hundreds of 
householders in a dozen communities 
whose water froze from periods rang- 
ing from a fewdays to three months. 
Then harrassed village commission- 


Fort St John 


DAWSON CH 


According to promises from the Department of Highways, it will be completely blacktoppea 
B.C. Government Travel Bureau Photo 
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ers, toting up snowclearing bills and 
wondering just howto raise money to 
pay them, won’t forget for awhile 
either. 

Although snowfall reached record 
depths in most Interior areas, one 
mathematician estimated that Prince 
George was at one point blanketed with 
2,500,000 tons, the northwest’s wild- 
life, especially moose, Seem to have 
wintered well. 

Preliminary investigation by the 
Game Commission has uncovered 
very little winter die-off, and officials 
reservedly state that B.C.’s estimated 
50,000 moose generally are in fair 
shape. Around Vanderhoof especially 
moose seem to have survived well. 
In fact they were sufficiently numer- 
ous that there were several collisions 
between moose and autos. Finally in 
a notice on the front page of the Ne- 
chako Chronicle Game Warden Art 
Balcombe requested motorists to 
drive cautiously and keep close watch 
for the monarchs. 

Indications are that the Highway 16 
area should provide good hunting next 
fall, and with the highway receiving a 
considerable face lifting this year, 
hunting pressure will undoubtedly be 
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VANCOUVER CALGARY 
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The Dayton 6401 
“Light Cruiser” 


A BETTER BOOT STYLED 
FOR LONG LIFE AND DURA- 
BILITY. GUARANTEED TO 
HOLD CAULKS, 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT i 
YOUR LOCAL DEALER 
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stepped up. Those who haven’t visited 
the area for a few years can expect 
striking changes. 

For instance Fort St. James, just 
north of Vanderhoof, is flexing its 
muscles and making big strides. The 
pleasant village, situated onthe shore 
of beautiful Stuart Lake, last year 
outgrew its generating plant and the 
B.C. Power Commission is replacing 
it with one almost three times as big. 
Installation of a three phase service 
is also under consideration and it will 
undoubtedly be required because local 
power consumption has increased six 
fold since 1952. 

Westward along Highway 16 Telkwa 
also continues expanding. Latest add- 
ition to the community will be a 200 
car capacity drive-in theatre, and 
another welcome announcement is that 
the Federal Government granted the 
local flying club $5,000 to complete 
the Telkwa airstrip. Also of interest 
to Telkwa residents is the fact that 
the B.C. Telephone Company is con- 
sidering establishing an exchange in 
the village. It is part of a program 
to upgrade service all along the north- 
ern route. Three more circuits are 
being installed between Smithers and 
Telkwa and a new outside plant at 
Smithers will relieve conjestion and 
provide for future expansion. 

In Hazelton progress has resulted 
in the disappearance in recent weeks 
of three familiar landmarks. The 
Kispiox bridge, the link between 
Hazelton and the Kispiox valley with 
its beautiful scenery and world re- 
nowned steelhead fishing, has been 
replaced. Then the firm of R.S. Sar- 
gent Ltd. moved from their familiar 
premises to an ultra-modern shopping 
center, and another landmark dis- 
appeared when the Hazelton Hotel 
burned down. Both the store and the 
hotel were over 40 years old, and the 
changes remove one more connection 
between today and the village’s color- 
ful past. 

Meanwhile Hazelton’s largest neigh- 
bour, the village of Terrace, contin- 
ues its expansion. In 1955 there were 
852 births in the village as compared 
with 690 for 1952, power consumption 
was up 35 per cent over 1954, and 
there was an appreciable influx of new 
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residents. Along with its record of 
being the fastest growing village on 
Highway 16, Terraceis also the most 
sport conscious. It boasts a soccer 
team, two baseball teams, a highly 
active Rod and Gun club, a brand new 
curling rink, a ski hill and toboggan 
hill complete with tow, a picturesque 
golf course, and many other attract- 
ions for the outdoor lover. And with 
the completion of the Terrace-Kitimat 
Highway next year, the village will 
probably find itself the playground 
for the Alcan center. 

In Kitimat the year will see another 
huge expansion program. The new 
program will be sparked by com- 
pletion of athird potline which boosted 
production potential to 120,000 tons a 
year and provided another 175 jobs. 
Municipal expenditures alone for the 
year include $745,000 for a million 
gallon water reservoir, $425,000 for 
sewar extensions, and $163,000 for 
road construction in town limits. To 
complete the water project alone 40 
carloads of pipe will be required. 

By year’s end the community will 
have everything except, as an editor- 
ial in the Kitimat Northern Sentinel 
pointed out, a Federal Government 
building and a Provincial Government 
building. There areno signs of either 
government taking action, said the 
editorial, and it is unfortunate. If 
there is no provision for a start in 
construction in 1956, it will be 1958 
before a Federal building is in oper- 
ation, and by that time Kitimat popu- 
lation should be approaching 20,000. 

Residents of Dawson Creek are also 
feeling let down by Ottawa. They were 
promised a Federal building long ago 
but it hasn’t materialized. As one 
resident noted ‘‘private industry can 
build a $150,000,000 pipeline through 
700 miles of wilderness while the 
Government is piddling around with a 
$500, 000 building’’. 

Of course the delay is understand- 
able. Ottawa firmly believes that the 
area isn’t worthy of its attention. 
The Liberal Administration turned 
down Premier Bennett’s request for 
further aid on the P.G.E. northern 


extension because it believed that 
development in the Peace River dist- 
rict did not justify further federal aid. 
Fortunately private enterprise does 
not agree with the ultra-conservative 
Liberals. 

In part, this is what the Financial 
Post had to say about the area: ‘‘As 
far as the next two years are con- 
cerned, the construction of the 650 
mile big inch natural gas pipeline will 
probably exert a greater influence on 
the economy than any other single 
undertaking. 

‘A 70 well gas drilling program in 
the Peace River field by Pacific Pe- 
troleum and Associates to build up 
sufficient gas supplies to meet the 
pipeline requirements will pour a- 
nother $50-60 million into B.C.’s 
mountain development picture. 

A unique $18 million gas processing 
plant to clean the gas and remove 
liquid hydrocarbon products will also 
be built near Fort St. John in the gas 
field. 
ducer in its own right, turning out 
morethan enough sulphur to take care 
of the Province’s entire demand as 
well as substantial supplies of natur- 
al, gasoline, diesel oils, propane and 
butane. 

But these are just the immediate 
benefits from gas. The others--the 
certain establishment of new indust- 
ries based on byproducts, on fine 
temperature controls possible with 
this type of energy--these could in 
time have more far-reaching results 
for the Province. ”’ 

Turning to the P.G.E., the Post 
goes on ‘‘The important result of the 
P.G.E. extension to Dawson Creek 
and north will be the big reduction in 
mileage for marketing agricultural 
and petrochemical products. The 
railway will cut mileage by 43 per- 
cent, or from 1225 miles via Edmonton 
to 727 miles to Vancouver. Effectave 
two-way freight between the rapidly 
developing Peace River area and the 
lower Mainland is expected to develop 
rapidly. ’’ 

Another example of Peace River 
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expansion and private industry’s 
awareness of it is furnished by Im- 
perial Oil. They recently revised 
their sales organization so that the 
B.C. section of the Peace River area 
is now handled by the B.C. marketing 
division rather than by the Alberta 
division. 

As their B.C. marketing manager 
stated when they made the change: 
““With the development of the highway , 
the improvement of aeroplane ser- 
vice, and the prospects of the P.G.E. 
railway link and thenatural gas pipe- 
line, we feel the Peace is now being 
integrated with the rest of the pro- 
vince. The new district will serve 
the oil needs of a rapidly expanding 


area’’. 
So, Ottawa, do you still think the 


area doesn’t justify your attention ? 
You know here in B.C. we crawled 
out of our cocoon years ago. When 
are you going to crawl out of yours 
and join us? 

North up the Alaska Highway, Fort 
St. John is preparing for its most 
active summer in history. On one 
project alone, an $18,000,000 gas 
scrubbing plant, 1,500 will be em- 
ployed, and additional hundreds will 
be working on the P.G.E. bridge, the 
gas pipeline, and local construction. 

Other welcome news to the long 
neglected residents of the north Peace 
River center is that Fort St. John is 
eligible for Central Mortgage and 
Housing loans. As a result the sum- 
mer will see a flurry of housebuilding. 
Besides many local residents who 
take advantage of the plan, chances 
are good that the Crown Corporation 
itself will build several blocks of 
houses. 

Another announcement of great in- 
terest to rort St. Johnites is that the 
village will be a junction point on the 
P.G.E. One spur will arrow north 
to the Beatton River and ultimately to 
the Yukon, the other will run south- 
west to Hudson’s Hope. The latter 
line will open huge areas of agri- 
cultural land, as well as servicing 
the three billion ton Hudson’s Hope 
coalfield and providing access to the 
Peace River Canyon with its great 
hydro-electric potential. In the same 
general area are billions of feet of 
softwoods and this factor, in con- 
junction with lime deposits and the 
hydro potential, makes the establish- 
ment of a pulp millin the area almost 
a certainty. 

Another part of B.C. that will 
undergo a change this year is that 
segment of the Province brought into 
prominence by the Stewart-Cassiar 
road fiasco. 

This summer mining companies 
fron: all over Canada are spending 
millions of dollars thoroughly pros- 
pecting an area extending up the Can- 
adian side of the Alaska Panhandle , 
into the Yukon, and across to the 


Northwest Territories. Many new 
strikes were made in the area last 
year but winter prevented them being 
followed up. But now a virtual army 
of prospectors, surveyors, and en- 
gineers are in the area. Of the many 
discoveries the most promising so 
far are four major copper strikes. 
One is 45 miles northwest of Watson 
Lake, another is in the vicinity of the 
Iskut and Stikine Rivers, just behind 
the Alaska Panhandle, a third is on 
the Hacket River, 28 miles northwest 
ot Telegraph Creek, and the fourth is 
at the head of the Hyland River and 
the Nahanni, just inside the North- 
west Territories. 

Much of this area would have been 
opened by the ill-fated Stewart-Cass- 
iar road, and the announcement that 
construction work on the road has 
been shelved for the year is dis- 
appointing. However if the govern- 
ment impliments its plan of building 
a $12,000,000 highway between the 
two points it will have far reaching 
effects on Provincial economy. Be- 
sides the area’s mineral potential, it 
has great possibilities as a tourist 
attraction and for the sportsman the 
region has few equals. Just why so 
important a road link was allowed to 
beconie a political footballis a myst- 
ery. 

Development of this area would be 
a great boon to Prince Rupert, the 
port city in the shadowof the Kitimat 
development. But if Rupert is in the 
shadows, it is still very much alive. 
Infact so much so that the local school 
board has the same trouble facing 
many other districts-providing class- 
rooms for an ever increasing school 
population. Since the war millions of 
dollars worth of new schools have been 
built but still space is ata premium. 

One recent development in Prince 
Rupert proves the value of persist- 
ence. For years local businessmen 
had pressed for an airport for the 
city. Most residents finally consid- 
ered the cause hopeless and resigned 
themselves to the slow and cumber- 
some amphibians that provided the 
link between Sandspit and Rupert. 
However the Chamber of Commerce 
kept the plan active and their efforts 
bore fruit. Ottawa recently stated 
that final field surveys for an airport 
will be carried out this year and it is 
hoped that actual construction can 
start early next year. 

Besides Prince Rupert andthe north 
coast, another area that stands to 
gain from current prospecting activity 
is Lillooet. In the vicinity 40 copper 
claims have been staked, and should 
any of then. prove worthy of develop- 
ment they will be a major boost for 
the area’s economy. 

A boost to the economy of Lytton, 
downstream onthe Fraser from Lill- 
ooet, is a new woodworking plant. 
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The industry, operated by Mr. Adam 
Klein under the name of Lytton Wood- 
working Specialties, will manufacture 
hardwood flooring from applewood, 
birch, maple, white poplar, and hard- 
wood imported from the Far East. 
The new enterprise will also manu 
facture lawn chairs, knotty pine sid- 
ing, inlaid coffee tables, and similar 
articles. 

Northward up the Cariboo Highway 
the community of Clinton is recover- 
ing from its seventy-eighth consecu- 
tive annual Ball. The event is the 
oldest yearly celebration in B.C., and 
many residents considered this year’s 
to be the best yet. An added feature 
was the opening of the Clinton Histor- 
ical Society’s new Museum. The new 
quarters are in the former court- 
house, a brick building admirably 
suited for the active Society. 

The Clinton area is rich in histor- 
ical lore, in fact the Clinton Hotel is 


the oldest hotelon the B.C. mainland. 
It dates back to the early 1860’s, and 
until recent years the barrel heater 
used in the main lobby had been in 
continuous service ever since the 
hotel opened. During its day it saw 
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transportation methods onthe Cariboo 
Highway change from camels to 
mules, from ox-drawn freight wagons 
to romantic stage coaches, and from 
the Model Tto the high powered cars 
of today. 

At Williams Lake residents are 
girding themselves for the end of June 
and their annual Stampede. The three 
day slam-bang, whoop-up draws visit - 
ors from all over B.C. and is so 
genuine that any businessman caught 
not wearing a ten gallon hat is fined. 
Contestants are in the main cowboys 
and Indians who earn their bacon and 
beans punching cattle on the ranches 
of the sprawling Chilcotin. A feature 
of the Stampede is that it is held ina 
natural bowl and spectators can watch 
all events from the comfort of their 
cars. This year’s wing-ding promises 
to be better than ever, and those plann- 
ingto attend are advised to make hotel 
reservations now. 

The event dates back to the days 
when ranching was the village’s main 
industry, and while the Stampede 
itself grows each year, ranching is 
being pushed into the background as 
the prop of local economy. Lumber- 
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ing is now the most valuable asset. 
Last year it provided a payroll esti- 
mated at nearly $5,000,000 for Will- 
iams Lake, Horsefly, Alexis Creek, 
and 100 Mile. In the Williams Lake 
area there are 116 sawmills; in the 
100 Mile area, 98; in Alexis Creek, 
17; and in Horsefly, 18. Production 
last year was roughly 280, 000, 000 
feet, with a further 10, 000, 000 feet 
of peeler logs. 

One community benefiting from the 
logging is Horsefly. The district now 
has a population of over 800 and is 
srowing steadily. One result of its 
expansion is that the recently formed 
Board of Trade conducted a survey 
with the hope of getting power into the 
area. Indications are that they will 
succeed, with power coming from a 
spur line built some 40 miles from 
150 Mile. 

Meanwhile farto the west along the 
‘road of romance’’ from Williams 
Lake to Bella Coola, residents of the 
latter community have learned that 
they have Canada’s highest waterfall 
virtually on their doorstep. The falls 
are Hunien, or Mystery Falls, located 
45 air miles southeast of Bella Coola 
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in the Coast Mountains. Previously 
they were estimated to be 850 feet 
high, but last year a Federal survey 
party working in the area became 
curious about their true height and 
measured them. They found that the 
water cascades well over 1,300 feet 
on its journey from Turner Lake to 
the. Atnarko and the Bella Coola 
rivers. With the improvement of the 
Bella Coola road, the falls, along 
with the unexcelled fishing and hunting 
in the district, will become major 
tourist assets. 

In the central interior, Prince 
George is now capitalizing on one of 
its important assets--a central loca- 
tion. This year the bustling city is 
slated to goon a whoop-up construct - 
ion program that two years ago would 
have been labelled fantastic. Build- 
ing permits for the year will top 
$6,000,000, included in the total is 
$1,500,000 for a new Provincial 
building, $1,500,000 for a gas distri- 
bution system, $2,000,000 worth of 
new homes, a $300,000 arena, anda 
$150,000 fire hall. On top of this the 
city will spend over $250, 000 on its 
waterworks, and the B.C. Power 
Commission is drawing up plans for 
a $3,000, 000 powerhouse. 

And as a markof the city’s rapidly 
growing stature, it will host two con- 
ventions this summer. The first of 
these, the 10th Annual Provincial 
Game Convention, will be held from 
May 23rd to 26th, and the second, the 
B.C. regional JayCee conference, 
will start June 7th. Apart from minor 
skirmishes between guides and biol- 
ogists, the Game Convention is ex- 
pected to be fairly quiet, but when 
300 lusty JayCees forgather, any- 
thing can happen. 

One group already evacuating the 
the district are the bears. The Jay- 
Cees supply the Grenadier Guards 
with bearskins for their famous head- 
gear and rumour persists that visit - 
ing JayCees are tg be rooted from 
bed in the wee daylight hours and in- 
vited to go chasing. Whether or not 
anything comes of the rumour remains 
to be seen, but locally salt sales have 
zoomed and merchants are wondering 
if itis for salting the hides or adorn- 
ing the bruin’s tail. 

Besides being one of B.C.’s fastest 
growing cities, Prince George is also 
one of the youngest. The local radio 
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station, for instance, just celebrated 
its tenth birthday. CKPG was founded 
in 1946 with little more ass cs thana 
handful of records and unbounding 
confidence in the fuli.e. Over the 
years the station exp< ed and the 
original staff of three has now grown 
to ten, besides Managing Director 
CecilG. Elphicke and Station Manager 
Chuck Cawdell. 

Last year CKPG installed a 300 foot 
tower that went a long way towards 
fulfilling its objective and slogan, 
‘‘Serving Central British Columbia”’. 
A highly popular program feature is 
the thrice daily ‘‘Message Time’’. 
On the program messages are broad- 
cast free, and to the winter isolated 
ranchers of the Nazko, the scattered 
sawmill camps in the district, and 
the many outlying farms, the program 
is the quickest and most reliable 
means of receiving personal news and 
information. 
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Another B.C. city expanding almost 
as fast as Prince George is Kam- 


loops. Some idea of its growth is 
shown bythe fact that since 1947 elec- 
trical consumption has increased 
from a yearly 2,000,000 kwh to 34, 
000, 000. 

Like many other Interior centers, 
lumbering is the sparkplug of local 
expansion. In 1945 district product- 
ion was 140 million feet, today it is 
875 million feet. There are over 300 
sawmills in the general area and tim- 
ber reserves in the North and South 
Thompson watersheds have been esti- 
mated at 33 billion feet. It is a re- 
source that should keep Kamloops 
solvent in perpetuity. 

Northward in Quesnel redoubtable 
John A. Fraser continues leaving the 
milestones behind. He recently cel- 
ebrated his ninetieth birthday and is 
still n:ost active. Since he first came 
to Quesnel in 1892 as a schoolteacher 
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he has been a storekeeper, a M.L.A. 
and M.P., and above all a booster for 
the Interior. Last winter, though, he 
became exasperated with the Cariboo 
because as soon as he shovelled his 
his sidewalk the snow would fall 
again. However, here he had a lot of 
sympathy, and many people at least 
half a century younger than John A. 
erew so tired of shovelling snow that 
they gave-up. 

One local group who don’t appear 
to mind shovelling, or at least sweep- 
ing, are the curlers. The winter was 
one of the most active on record for 
the rock devotees, and a quartet from 
Quesnel almost scored a Provincial 
upset. A rink composed of skip Lloyd 
Harper, with Bill Willis, Ken Thib- 
audeau, and Gordon Hartnett decided 
to con:pete in the British Consul 
Competition at Victoria. They went 
more or less justto put in an appear - 
ance, but by the time the smoke had 
cleared they found themselves runn- 
ers up to the rink representing B.C. 
at the Dominion Briar and the second 
best rink in the Province. 

Their only complaint was the lack 
of publicity given to the team and to 
the Interior in general. However this 
isn’t surprising. Coast papers at 
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Northern and Central Interior. Ques- 
nel has a very poor press, and the 
news is anything up to a week old 
when it does appear. Prince George 
does well publicity wise, but many 
of the communities along Highway 16 
aren’t much better off than Quesnel. 

Fortunately one organization well 
aware of the Interior is the B.C. 
Power Commission. With an eye on 
Quesnel’s consistent growth the Com- 
mission announced that the village’s 
electrical output will be doubled. The 
new generating system should take 
care of district requirements for the 
foreseeable future, but noone is tak- 
ing bets. Quesnel’s million dollar 
hospital that opened last December 
was thought to be plenty large enough , 
but only five months after opening it 
is obviously too small. 

Far to the north at Whitehorse the 
entire Yukon recently honored the 
Territory’s first lady, Mrs. Martha 
Louise Black, as she celebrated her 
90th birthday. Mrs. Black went to 
the Yukon in 1898 and during the gold 
rush operated a mine on Gold Hill, 
and cooked for 16 at the same time, 
with her son the only assistant. 

In 1904 she married George Black, 
who later became an M.P., speaker 
in the House of Commons, and Com- 
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missioner for the Yukon. Mrs. Black 
herself was elected to the House of 
Commons in 1935. Her knowledge of 
the Yukon is far-reaching, and be- 
cause of this she was made a Fellow 
of the Royal Geographical Society. 
Then as a further honor she was 
awarded the O.B.E. in 1946 for her 
cultural and social contributions to 
the Yukon. Among her many accom- 
plishments is a book on Yukon wild 


flowers. ; 
As she looks into the future, Mrs. 


Black foresees a great era for the 
land that she loves so well and has 
served so faithfully. The Yukon’s re- 
sources are yet untapped, and when 
they are developed they will make a 
significant contribution to the Cana- 
dian economy. 

One current development that will 
aid the Yukon is the P.G.E. exten- 
sion because by 1957 the rails will be 
over 400 miles closer, if the south- 
ern extension is considered. Incident - 
ally the southern extension is causing 
Railways Minister Ralph Chetwynd to 
finger his pocketbook and wonder if 
his digestive apparatus is in good 
shape. 

Over the past year the unfortunate 
fellow has bet about 40 people a $20. 
60 hat eachthat trains would be runn- 
ing over the line by June llth. Now 
it appears that pessenger and freight 
service won’t start until July. How- 
ever a possible saving factor is that 
trains will be running on June llth, 
only they will be work trains. 

In case this does not appease Mr. 
Chetwynd’s opponents and they insist 
that he furnish hats and, worse still, 
make a meal of them, a Cariboo res- 
ident is preparing toaid him. Appar- 
antly this samaritan has in his check- 
ered career wagered and subsequently 
eaten everything from his boots to his 
shirt and in self defence evolved a 
recipe for transforming such dry 
fodder into a savory dish. He has 
June llth marked with a cross and if 
trains don’t roll his formula is ready 
for immediate delivery. Of course 
his planned method of speeding the 
life saving potion to Victoria will 
cause a howl of anguish from the 
Railways Department. “Yep, you 
guessed it. His package is marked 
‘Air Mail, Special Delivery”’ 

THE END 
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Time of Day 

The collector lived only a few 
blocks from the antique shop so he 
decided to carry home the beautiful 
grandfather clock he'd just purchased. 

Struggling along the street, with it, 
he felt a sudden jar, and peeked 
around the clock to see whom he had 
hit. - 

Stretched out on the sidewalk at Wite: 
his feet, his victim snarled alcoholic- 
ally: “Why can’tcha wear a wrist- 
watch like the rest of the people?” 


GOOD HUMOR ICE CREAM 
DISTRIBUTORSHIP 
AVAILABLE 


America’s Favorite Ice Cream Brings You 
A Gold Mine on Wheels 


* Make Your Dreams Come True * 


THE SKY’S THE LIMIT ON YOUR INCOME WHEN 
YOU OWN A GOOD HUMOR FRANCHISE 


What do you consider a good income? Name the figure. You 
can make it when you own your own protected good humor 
franchise. This money maker can be yours. You operate under 
minimum expense. You have no rent to pay. No real estate taxes. 
You have no credit accounts. All sales are quick and strictly cash. 


Quick turnover means quick profits. You can work as long as you 
wish and where you wish. You are not tied down to any one loca- 
tion. Submit details of your past and present employment. 


For further information write to: 


20th CENTURY MERCHANDISING CO. 
435 Querbes St.— Montreal, Que. 
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The rich are alco- 
holics. The poor are 
drunks. 


FIRME L’PORTE 
A golfer, in a trap, said, ‘'The 
traps on this course are very an- 
noying, aren’t they?” 
Another golfer, trying to putt, 
replied, “Yes, they are. Would 
you mind closing yours?” 


I thirrk that I shall never 
see 

A girl refuse a meal that 
is free; 

A girl whose hungry eyes 
aren’t fixed 

Upon a drink that’s be- 


ing mixed; 

A girl who won’t forever 
wear 

A bunch of junk to match 
her hair; 

A girl who looks at boys 
all day 

And figures ways to make 
them pay. 

Girls are loved by jerks 
like me 


‘Cause who would want 
to kiss a tree? 


Science is wonderful: It could 
not open the Pullman windows, so 
it air-conditioned the train. 


Husband: "I wish you could make the pies my mother used to make.” 
“I wish you would make the dough my father used to make.” 


There’s nothing like a first horse-back ride to make you feel better off. 


ADDED FUEL 


The amateur writer who mails in 
unsolicited stories to magazines is 
often impatient. After her story 
had been in the mails a week and 
she still had no acknowledgement 
from the editor, the authoress tele- 
graphed indignantly, “Please re- 
port on my story immediately. I 
have other irons in the fire.” 

The editor wired back immedi- 
ately: “Story considered. Advise 
you to put it with other irons.’’ 


A bathing suit is | 
a garment that de- . 
signers shortened | 
first from the bot- 
tom, then from the 
top, and now from 
the middle. 


IMPOSTER PERHAPS 


Rastus was dead. A wonderful 
funeral was in progress. The 
preacher talked at length of the 
good traits of the deceased brother, 
what an honest man he was, what 
a good provider for his family, 
what a loving husband and kind 
father. 

At length the widow whispered 
to her offspring: “Go up dere and 
take a look in de coffin and see if 
dat’s yore pa.” 


Doc Anklam used to say: 


Ez Tike never realized how hard it is to drive 
a bargain until he bought that secondhand 


* 


If ics true that women dress to express them- 
selves, some have very little to say. 


* 


It's strange but men will drink abour any- 
thing put before them, but check very care- 
tully the oil putin their car 


Speaking of women’s costumes, the end fre- 
quently does not justify the jeans 


* 


Fred Fears states that Lady Godiva was just 
an air-conditioned Paul Revere 


* 


Buzz Burrell claims that out to the Golf Club 
the other day a golfer playing behind Buzz's 
group asked if he could play through — said 
he'd just been notified that his wife was in a 
serious accident 

Copyright 1956, Gilbert Poper Company 
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A good team of arctic sled dogs, 
pushed by an expert driver, can cover 


100 miles in a day with a light load. 


Many birds have a poor sense of 


smell. The buzzard depends almost 
entirely on sight to locate his special 
diet, and the horned owl’s favorite 


dinner is skunk. 


About the only protective weapon 


toads have is a milky fluid which 


they can give off and which is ob- 


noxious to dogs. 


Approximately one million different 
species of animals have been dis- 
covered and fully described. About 


half of these are insects. 


a duck hawk 
often travels 180 miles per hour. 


Diving on its prey, 


The span of life of a crab is twenty 
years; of a leech, twenty years; of a 
spider, ten to fifteen years. 


"I'm not going to bother you at all today 
—you fish and I'll swim!” 


Eight North American animals hi- 
bernate during the cold winter months. 
These are the jumping mouse, the 
bat, gopher, 
chipmunk, raccoon, and the bear. 


badger, woodchuck, 


Males of all salmon tend to take on 
some red coloring when spawning. 


The Northern Interior of B.C. has 
long been known as the home of the 


moose, grizzly, and bighorn sheep, 
and for this reason it is fitting that 
the home of these most important big 
game animals play host to this year’s 
annual province wide game convention 
to be held in Prince George from May 
23rd to May 25th. In sponsoring the 
convention the Prince George Rod and 
Gun Club realizes that in terms of 
human population they may be small, 
but in terms of Fishing and Wildlife 
population they are mighty indeed. 
The greatest steelhead stream on the 
continent is to be found within a days 
drive of Prince George, at times the 
majestic moose is found within the 
city limits, and the surrounding hills 
abound with many forms of wildlife 
both large and small. 

The convention, which is directly 
sponsored by the B.C. Game Depart- 
ment, isoneof the greatest examples 
of democracy at work. Much credit 
must be giventothe Game Department 
for the fine spirit of co-operation that 
exists between the organized sports- 
men of B.C. and Provincial Game 
Commission. Certainly there are few 
provinces or states that have a setup 
where the ordinary sportsman can 
have his say if he wishes. 

The main purpose of the convention 
is the conservation of B.C.’s fish and 
wildlife. The word conservation has 
many definitions but the one that would 
seem to suit this occasion best is: 
“‘Conservation is the intelligent use 
of our fish and wildlife resources. so 
that they may be perpetuated from one 
eeneration to the next’’. 

If itis ademocratic convention who 
then has the right to send in resolu- 
tions and recommendations to the 
convention? In short, everybody with 
a stake inthe wildlife of the province. 
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In the case of Rod and Gun ciuos it 
works this way. A club member 
brings forth a resolution and’ :f the 
local clubis convinced the resolution 
is good it is passed on to the local 
zone convention which is composed of 
clubs in the same general area. This 
zone in turn will either pass it or 
throw it out, and if it passes they de- 
cide whether it applies to that zone 
or to the province as a whole. If it 
is of zone interest only it is then sent 
direct to the game commission tor 
their consideration; if it is of pro- 
vince wide intcrest it gces te tue pro- 
vincial convention where it is either 
passed or defeated. If passed it now 
has the support of all organized sport- 
smen of the Province and the Game 
Branch takes careful consideration 
of it. The Game Branch then makes 
areport of their findings to the various 
clubs and the circle is complete. 
This is democracy at its best. The 
voice of the common man is heard in 
the halls of the mighty. 

It will be noted that I consistently 
use the term ‘‘organized sportsman’’ 
and there is a very important reason 
for this. The voice of one man is as 
the cry of a bird in the night, itis but 
slightly heard and soondies away; but 
the voice of many is,asthunder on a 
still summer day, it is heard by all 
and hearkened to by many. Not long 
ago I had a very hot discussion with 
a man whose ability in the woods and 
out-of-doors is far superior to my 
own. It started off on how the Game 
Department was going out of its way 
to kill all the deer and moose left in 
the interior of the province and why 
weren’t the Rod and Gun Clubs doing 
something about stopping those so and 
so wildlife management fellows who 
did all their game counting from the 
seat of a car driving up the Cariboo 
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COPPER KETTLE CAFE 


APPETIZING MEALS SERVED 
IN PLEASANT SURROUNDINGS 
i LYTTON. B.C. 


< Meeting place of the Thom- 
‘\pson and Fraser rivers. 
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MODERN CABINS 
DINING ROOM COFFEE BAR 


STANDARD SERVICE STATION 


Siska, B.C. 165 miles from Vancouver 


CLINTON HOTEL, 


CLINTON, B.C, 
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British Columbia's Oldest Hotel 
All.Moderm Conveniences, 


Manager -- Win Campbell 


Clinton 
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Highway. Well, one thing led to a- 
nother and finally I told him that we 
could never agree but why didn’t he 
come tothe next meeting and stick up 
for some of his ideas. He said he 
would. However he never did appear 
but he still has a lot to say on how 
haywire the rest of us are. I respect 
the opinions of all but I believe they 
should fight for them if they are really 
interested in the wildlife of this pro- 
vince. 

Last year the tourist industry in 
this province amounted to $90,000, 
000. This figure will grow larger 
every year as our roads in the Inter- 
ior are improved. On top of this 
there are many millions more spent 
on equipment for fishing and hunting 
every year. So from a strictly mone- 
tary point of view the wildlife and fish 
of this province are a very valuable 
crop that must be properly managed. 

Many of the benefits of our wildlife 
cannot be measured in terms of doll- 
ars and cents. For example who can 
measure the thrill of seeing a moose 
or deer standing along the road in 
majestic beauty or the thrill that 
comes to the boy with a cane pole and 
a fine string of fish, or the pleasure 
that the old age pensioner gets from 
fishing his favorite stream. 

If you enjoy B.C.’s great wildlife 
heritage and have not had a sayin this 
year’s conventiondo not let next year 
go by without joining a club and giving 
your ideas. 

But for the present if you like 
beaver, cougar, muskrat, bear, trout , 
moose, deer, and many other native 
dishes, come to the Convention ban- 
quet inthe Prince George Civic center 
on May 25th. It will truly be a banquet 
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POWELL RIVER 
Continued from page 9 


“Mr. Muir turning the first sod for the 


arena, and below, the completed pro- 
It is a $300,000 monument to co- 
Powell River Studio 


ject. 


mmunity spirit. 


rict residents are probably the most 
commiunity-minded in B.C. , and they 
can prove this as easily as they turn 
out a ton of paper. 

Many B.C. communities of 12, 000 
would be satisfied to build either a 
hospital, an airport, or anice arena. 
Powell River residents did all three. 
Then as a Side-line their local Air 
Cadets have won several Canadian 
trophies, the Company’s Pipe Band 
has atrunkful of cups and international 
awards, the town’s soccer, baseball, 
basketball, bowling, curling and hock- 
ey teams are outstanding, and the 
local paper has ashelf-full of Canad- 
ian weekly awards. On top of this, 
residents are so loyal to their com- 
munity that when a grateful company 
pensions them off, most refuse to 
leave the district, and those who do 
leave always seem to feela bit guilty. 

A strange thing about this com- 
munity-spirit is that until last year 
Powell River wasn’t one community, 
but four. Powell River itself, the 
villages of Westview and Cranberry 
Lake, and the district of Wildwood. 
Why, then, the harmony? Certainly 
Quesnel, Prince George, and Vander- 
hoof don’t hit it off too well. Nor for 
that matter do Vancouver, Victoria, 
and New Westminster. Well, perhaps 
if we traced the area’s development 
the answer might unfold. 

The name Powell River first ap- 


peared on the map of B.C. in 1885, 
when Captain Orlebar, commanding 
Her Majesty’s Frigate ‘‘Rocket’’, 
sighted above Jervis Inlet a foaming 
river cascading down to the sea. He 
promptly named it Powell River: in 
honor of Colonel Israel Powell, Super- 
intendent of Indian Affairs, who was 
a passenger onthe ship. At the time 
it wasn’t much of a distinction, but 
before long it became evident that Mr. 
Powell had been accorded a great 
honor. 

The next yearthe newC.P.R. trans- 
continental railway arrived at Port 
Moody and with it an upsurge in busi- 
ness activity. The Provincial Gov- 
ernment decided to tabulate its re- 
sources and sent Alfred Carmichael 
up coast on a survey. He noted that 
Powell River was about a mile long 
and drained a chain of lakes in the 
mountains that rose from the water’s 
edge. But more important, he noted 
that the area was ideal for a pulp mil! 
site. He made his report and in 1901 
the Government, to encourage devel- 
opment, issued pulp leases ona 21- 
year tenure. 

One Company promptly purchased 
leases in the vicinity of the ‘‘foaming 
river’’. However, they did very little 
else and seven years later sold them 
to a group of businessmen headed by 
Dr..D.F. Brooks, M.J. Scanlon, and 
Anson 8. Brooks. The new owners 
proved most energetic. 

In 1909 they incorporated the Powell 
River Paper Company with an initial 
capital of $1,000,000. It sounded like 
a bundle of money and indeed was a 
bundle, but starting a pulp mill proved 
expensive, even with wages 5 to 10 
cents an hour. Their original capital 
fizzled after they had cleared land 
and commenced building a two-mach- 
ine paper mill. But the group weren’t 
discouraged. They re-organized and 
re-financed, and so was born the 
Powell River Company Ltd. with an 
initial capital of $4,000, 000. 

This time they were successful and 
in April, 1912 the three founders stood 
proudly on a small wharf at Powell 
River and watched a horse-drawn 
train emerge from the mill with the 
first rolls of newsprint ever produced 
in B.C.. Daily production was an 
astronomical 120 tons, and little did 
the founders realize that this figure 
was to be doubled, redoubled, then 
redoubled again. 

Once the plant was operating it be- 
came evident that the skilled trades- 
men would not be satisfied with the 
bunkhouses of the transient construct - 
ion workers. The Company laid out 
atownsite and started building houses 
ontheir property --a tract five miles 
long extending back about a mile from 
the coast. The 450 acres of land not 
used forthe newtownsite or plant they 
left in forest, to be used for experi- 


mental purposes, 

Some of the new workers either 
didn’t like the idea of living in rented 
houses within a Company town or else 
they wanted to be on their own, so 
they took up homesites outside the 
Company limits. Because of this not 
one, but four, separate communities 
started developing. 

The first employees seeking home- 
sites followed an old logging trail 
north of the Company townsites and 
forded the Powell River. Then they 
climbed three hundred feet up a rise 
and found themselves on a densely 
wooded plateau. One of the more 
poetical members gave the area the 
picturesque name of.‘‘Wildwood’’ and 
they set to work clearing enough of 
the wildwood to build their homes. 

Others didn’t like the idea of fording 
a river and climbing a hill to get 
home, so they settled on the east side 
of the townsite where a small lake 
formed a pleasant background. They 
gave their location the equally poetical 
name of ‘‘Cranberry Lake’’, and soon 
houses were appearing where prev- 
iously had stood Douglas fir stumps 
and other debris from logging opera- 
tions. 

Then another group, individualists 
who didn’t care for the Company town- 
site or the other two either, started 
a third settlement some three miles 
south of the Company townsite prop- 
erty. This settlement was right on 
the beach and because residents had 
an unobstructed view of Vancouver 
Island and the Pacific Ocean from 
their living rooms they named the area 
“Westview’’. The only difficulty with 
this new development was that every- 
one wanted a house with aview and as 
the community grew it spread for 
miles along the waterfront. In later 
years this desire for a view was to 
give village Commissioners grey 
hairs as they toted upthe bill for pro- 
viding services to such an extended 
community. 

But this wasn’t detrimental to prog- 
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ress and both Westview and Cranberry 
Lake were ultimately incorporated as 
villares. One noticeable factor about 
the growth of these communities was 
that as they expanded the experimental 
forest diminished. However the ‘‘bor- 
rowed’’ trees were put to good use as 
fence poles, shingle bolts, firewood, 
and other purposes. The Company 
appeared not to notice the thinning out 
process in the experimental plot, 
probably reasoning that after all, it 
was for experimental purposes, and 
if employees wanted to experiment 
with it in their fire-places, well, 
happy employees were good employ- 
ees. 

Onthe subject of making employees 
happy the Company has always tried 
to do just that and have succeeded 
very well. The Company’s large 25- 
Year Club alone is proof of this. 
Membership in the club is open to all 
employees, the only stipulation is that 
they must have 25 years of unbroken 
service with the Company. So far 445 
employees have become members, 
receiving gold watches from the Com - 
pany and special sick leave benefits. 
Another interesting point about this 
club is that 305 of its members are 
still working with Powell River Com- 
pany. 

Over the years the Company has 
provided many facilities to keep its 
employees contented. Just after 1930 
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they laid out a large oval complete 
with cinder track, and inside thetrack 
afield large enough for either football 
or baseball, with agrandstand capable 
of seating six hundred. They built 
tennis courts, lacrosse boxes, parks, 
a lawn bowling green, bathing beach- 
es, and a nine-hole golf course. 

These facilities are patronized by 
residents of all ages, but the most 
famous athlete tousethe cinder track 
was a fleet-footed miss named Marion 
Borden. In July 1939 she set a new 
Canadian record of 8.5 seconds for 
the 75-yard dash, equalled the Cana- 
dian record of ll seconds in the 100 
yard dash, and was runner-up in both 
the 75 and 100 yard events at the Can- 
adian Championships at Hamilton, 
Ontario. She was also declared the 
outstanding senior woman athlete in 
B.C. for the year 1938. 

But a year ago the well-used oval 
bowed to progress. As the Company 
swung into its $60, 000, 000 post-war 
expansion program, the field was 
turned into a construction camp for 
the ninth paper machine project. Be- 
fore this happened, however, the field 
was replaced by one of the largest 
enclosed Beyonce in Canada ata 
cost of almost $100, 000. 

Well named Timberlane Park be- 
cause of its immediate surroundings , 
the new field is well patronized as 
Powell River is one of the most sport - 
conscious areas in B.C. For in- 
stance, there are four Senior soccer 
teams, each with their own uniforms 
and colors. Incidentally, the team 
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considered best is one of Sliammon 
natives who live in a nearby reserv- 
ation. The calibre of local soccer is 
evidenced by the fact that twice in the 
past three years junior players. from 
Powell River won the distinction of 
being named ‘‘The Boy Championof 
the Year’’ in the annual soccer tourn- 
ament sponsored by The Vancouver 
Sun. In 1953 Metro Gerela of Wild- 
wood took the honors, and in 1955 
Leslie Adams, a Sliammon Brave. 

In addition to the soccer club, the 
local bowling club has turned out many 
champions. G.H. Linton won the Pro- 
vincial Singles Championship a few 
years ago and Bob Fletcher is another 
club member who usually returns 
from the annual B.C. Lawn Bowling 
tournament with a trophy of some 
sort. 

The Company’s colorful pipe band 
is another organization with a shelf- 
ful of trophies and mementos. They 
have appeared in parades and con- 
certs asfar southas Los Angeles/and 
are always in great demand in Van- 
couver. They are a regular feature 
in the P.N.E. parade and similar 
events, and they have brought great 
publicity to Powell River and its fav- 
orite product. 

Another group who have also done 
Powell River proud are the local Air 
Cadets. Although the Corps was 
formed only a fewyears ago, they are 
one of the most enthusiastic and en- 
ergetic groups in Canada. In 1953 
they won the R.C.A.F. Association 
Trophy in competition against 246 
Squadrons from all across Canada. 
Then to top this honor they have twice 
won the Guthrie Trophy for the best 
Squadron west of the Great Lakes. 

Recently two High School bands 
were formed andthe Senior band under 
the leadership of William C. Cum- 
mings, M.A., has made rapid pro- 
gress. In fact, it has already been 
invited to Holland to compete with 
bands from allover the world in 1958, 
and it has taken part inseveral musi- 
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cal events on the Lower Mainland of 
British Columbia. 

The local paper, The Powell River 
News, has similarly brought honors 
to Powell River in the journalistic 
field. Published by well known Al 
Alsgard, the News began winning 
awards offered by the Canadian Week- 
ly Newspapers Association in 1942. 
Then in 1952. and appropriately on 
the paper’s silver anniversary, it 
crowned its steady record with aclean 
sweep, taking every one of the tro- 
phies offered for the competition. 
These awards were for the best front 
page, the best all-round paper, and 
the coveted community service a- 
ward. No other paper in the history 
of the Association had ever accom- 
plished this feat. 

In addition to these honors, The 
News has held the Canadian Weekly 
Editor Trophy for two years for ex- 
cellence in general editorial page 
writing. And totopall this, the paper 
has the highest per capita home cir- 
culation in Canada, serving over 98% 
of district homes. Altogether a most 
impressive record. 

This setting of records seems to be 
part of Powell River life, For in- 
stance, the community is probably 
the only one in Canada to builda major 
airstrip and thentopit off with a 2,000 
seat arena, both projects undertaken 
and completed largely on a volunteer 
basis. As for Powell River Company 
its output of 1, 254 tons in a 24-hour 
periodis a world’s production record 
for a single mill. 

The arena project was born in Dec- 
ember 1952, when citizens interested 
in ice activities held a meeting and 
laid preliminary plans. Among the 
chief promoters were R.J. ‘‘Bob’’ 
Muir, a prominent Westview busi- 
nessman, and Tommy Wyborn, a 
Powell River Company Superintend- 
ent, and ex-newSpaperman Paul King 
of the Company’s Public Relations 
Department. Mr. Muir was elected 
president of the undertaking, and soon 
became known as ‘‘Mr. Arena’’ be- 
cause of his untiring efforts. Asvice- 
president and secretary-publicity di- 
rector, respectively, Messrs. Wy- 
born and King helped him unite the 
district behind the bold plan. 

The first task confronting the opti- 
mistic group proved easy. The Pow- 
ell River Company leased them the 
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arena site for a dollar a year. The 
next step, that of raising $85,000 for 
material, was more difficult, but not 
unduly so. 

As a start a five-room house was 
built entirely by volunteer labor and 
completely furnished free by local 
businessmen. It was raffled and the 
project shifted into high gear. Fifty 
dollar arena bonds bearing 3% interest 
were issued and within three weeks 
42 mill workers acting as volunteer 
salesmen under the direction of their 
Union Secretary (now President) 
Merton Golley sold $35,000 worth. 
Then businessmen carried out their 
own campaign and raised a further 
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$6,000. Businessman C. W. ‘‘Chuck’’ 
Harrison is to this day pouring over 
the Arena’s books in his spare time 
to make sure the bondholders are not 
overlooked in any way. 

Construction started and continued 
unabated for 20 months. During this 
time the ways and means committee 
chaired by Ray Raimondo raised sev- 
eral thousand dollars extra by staging 
Agricultural Exhibitions, car raffles , 
and theatrical attractions. 

The building committee, headed by 
engineer H.I. ‘‘Steve’’ Stevenson, re- 
ceived no end of help not only from 
the paper company but also from many 
logging firms and contractors who lent 
heavy n.achinery and manpower when 
ever asked. But while both the com- 
pany and local contractors were most 
cooperative, it was the energy of the 
people themselves that carried the 
project through. Engineers and la- 
borers, welders and carpenters, 
stonemasons and plumbers-in fact 
everyone in the district gave their 
services free and willingly. High 
school boys were exceptionally indus- 
trious, doing much of the manual labor 
attached to placing some 9,000, forty- 
pound concrete blocks that formed the 
walls. Fortheir part the ladies were 
kept busy during the construction 
period serving refreshments to hun- 
gry workers. 

When the last nail was finally ham- 
mered home andthe last light installed 
in the spring of 1955, the arena had 
cost $120,000 rather than the original 
estimate of $85,000. The freezing 
plant alone was $49,000, despite the 
fact that the nine miles of 1 1/4 inch 
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pipe required was completely welded 
by volunteer labor. The completed 
building is 180 feet by 220 feet with 
20-foot high walls and a truss roof. 
Its ice surface of 90 by 190 feet is the 
largest sheet of artificial ice in Brit- 
ish Columbia. Today’s replaceable 
value of the solidly built arena is esti- 
mated at $300,000 - a monument to 
the many willing volunteers who ab- 
sorbed the difference in.cost. 

The Willingdon Arena(so named 
after the first Governor-General to 
visit Powell River) proved an instant 
success with everyone from toddlers 
to grandfathers. Popularity of its 
hockey was shown when last winter 
2,000 jammed the place for one game 
and another 500 were turned away. 
This amounts to one quarter the pop- 
ulation and Powell River can claim 
title to the most hockey-conscious 
center in B.C. If more proof is needed 
purely local teams draw crowds of 
1,000 and more. It was not surprising 
that the community choice for its good 
citizen award for 1955 was Bob ‘‘Mr. 
Arena’’ Muir. 

The Powell River General Hospital 
is another example of cummunity co- 
Operation. It was originally built in 
1942 by the Powell River Employees 
Sick Benefit Society. The Society op- 
erated the 66-bed unit until 1944 when , 
because of district expansion, it de- 
cided to have the hospital operated by 
a more representative group. The 
Powell River Hospital Society was 
incorporated and rented the building 
until 1951. Thenthe Sick Benefit 
Society generously donated their en- 
tire equity to the Hospital Society. A 
new wing was added in 1952, making 
114 beds inall, and the hospitalis now 
recognized as one ofthe most modern 
north of Vancouver. 

The local airport project started in 
1947 when a group of air-minded 
residents formed a Flying Club and 
set about building themselves an air 
strip. They laid out rough lines for 
the runway and the Powell River 
Company lent surveyors to complete 
them. As the project continued, local 


interest mounted, subscriptions roll- 
ed in, debentures were issued, and 


the big task of clearing huge boulders 
andtree stumps continued. Two years 
later club members were still battling 
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bravely. By now, however, they had 
been reinforced by many residents 
who visualized not just a small run- 
way, but a regular landing field that 
would enable commercial planes to 
serve the community with a regular 
passenger service. 

But the project ultimately proved 
too much and Club directors approa- 
ched Queen Charlotte Airways (now 
Pacific Western Airlines) for aid. 


The airline loaned thetired, insolvent, 


but still enthusiastic Club $9,000 and 
said that if the strip was brought up 
to Department of Transport standards 
they would start a regular passenger 
service. 

As a mark of appreciation James 
Spilsbury, president of Q.C.A., was 
invited to become a club director, 
and he subsequently became a keen 
supporter. By 1951 the Club had 
raised and spent $85,000 on the pro- 
ject and donated countless hours of 
their own time. But it was now evi- 
dent that the undertaking was too much 
and the Federal Government was 
approached. The government pro- 
mised aidif Westview wereto manage 
the airport. Village commissioners 
readily agreed and in a year the air- 
strip, now 2, 800 feet long, was com- 
pleted. 

On the 28th of June, 1952, 4,000 
happy residents watchedtwo children, 
Ruth and Norman Cheshire, cut the 
ribbon. They were given the honor 
because their father, Charles F. 
Cheshire, president and director of 
the Aero Club, had contibuted so 
greatlyto the success of the project. 

This year a $300,000 project will 
widen the runway to 400 feet and 
lengthen it to 3,500 feet. The airstrip 
cut travelling time to Vancouver from 
5. hours to 1, and enabled the planes 
to carry as many as 3,000 passengers 
a month, weather permitting. 

Strangely enough, establishment of 
the air service also co-incided with 
the fulfilment of another long-cher- 
ished dream of local residents--a 
road to Vancouver. For over 25 years 
residents had pressed both the Pro- 
vincial and the Federal Governments 
for an overland outlet. However they 
were always Stalled off if not ignored. 
The main excuse was that although 
Powell River is only 75 miles from 
Vancouver as the crow flies, a road 
following the coastline would be sev- 
eral hundred, many of them through 
sheer rock cliffs. But despite the 
apparent hopelessness of the situation 
residents kept hammering fora road. 
Then, in the best story book manner , 
a Shining knight arrived in the form 
of the Blackball Ferry. 

The Ferry owners offered to lend 
the Government money for the road 
ifthey were givena charter for aferry 
service between Earls Cove’ and 
Saltery Bay. The Government accept - 


gle ie 


WILLI 


*% HARDWARE 
*& CHINAWARE 


ed and since the Ferry Company al- 
ready had a service between Gibson’s 
Landing and Horseshoe Bay, the road 
would only be 95 miles long, of which 
60 miles already existed. Work start- 
ed on the remaining link and in Sept- 
ember 1954 the long-awaited outlet 
was opened. 

But, along withthe airport, the road 
dealt steamship companies serving 
Powell River a severe blow. The 
C.N.R., the C.P.R., and Union Steam - 
ships all drastically curtailed sail- 
ings. 

Many old-timers nostalgically re- 
member the days when steamers were 
Powell River’s only connection link 
with the outside world, recalling that 
when King George and Queen Elizabeth 
visited Vancouver in 1939, 1,200 resi- 
dents left ina body, 700 boarding one 
steamer. But while nostalgic, the 
old-timers realize the necessity of 
keeping up with progress. This fact- 
or is well realized, too, by the Powell 
River Company. 

For over 40 years Powell River was 
a Company town, but with persistent 
district growth it became increasingly 
evident that a company town surround- 
ed by three communities was un- 
wieldy. So on September 15, 1955, all 
residents voted by an 80 per cent ma- 
jority to amalgamate. The Company 
sold most of its 500 houses to the 
employees and its department store 
that employed 70 was purchased by 
the Hudson’s Bay Company. Thus 
B.C.’s last Company town faded peace- 
fully into history. 

The new municipality covers over 
15 square miles and by actual count 
contains 9,984 residents. An inter- 
esting feature is that because it is 16 
short of 10,000, the first Reeve, sul- 
phite pulp machine operator Ray 
Weever, will receive only $2,000 a 
year instead of $3, 000. 

Besides disbanding their Company 
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town, 1955 marked another radical 
departure for the Powell River Com- 
pany. For years the Company gen- 
erated its own power, not only for the 
plant but also for the communities. 
But power demands mounted yearly 
and in 1955 Company officials decided 
that their business was making paper , 
not power, and invited the B.C. El- 
ectric in. After a survey the B.C. 
Electric agreed to bring power from 
their Cheekeye Dam north of Squa- 
mish. Among obstacles facing the 
project is Jervis Inlet, and here 
transmission lines will soar 10,500 
feet across the water, one of the 
longest overhead transmission lines 
in the world. 

With the power problem settled, 
the Powell River Company concen- 
trated on installing a ninth machine. 
While this may not sound like too large 
a project, it is a major undertaking. 
The machine itself is acity block long 
and with ancillary equipment will cost 
$20,000,000 when installed. This 
outlay, incidentally, is in addition to 
$35, 000, 000 spent between 1945 and 
1952 onmodernization and expansion. 

If the average Powell River resident 
is asked what he likes about the area 
he will probably reply everything from 
the job to the weather. This last ad- 
mission will probably surprise the 
average B.C. resident. For some 
reason--probably because they con- 
fuse it with other coastal points--most 
people consider Powell River’s clim- 
ate to be dismally wet and foggy. Such 
of course, is not the case. Rainfall 
averages 36 inches a year, about one- 
half that of Vancouver, and less than 
either Seattle or Portland. Winters 
are pleasant, with January and Feb- 
ruary rarely dropping below 20° 
above. Roses bloom in December and 
strawberries have been picked in 
November. 

Another interesting feature is that 
south of Powell River the ocean be- 
comes colder, and it isn’t until South- 
ern California that sea water reaches 
the same temperature, This, and the 
fact that the community has some of 
the finest beaches in B.C., helps 


explain why ocean swimming is_ so 
popular in Powell ‘‘Riviera’’. 

The average Powell River resident 
likes his job for two reasons-- the 
security and the fact that per capita 
district wealth ranks among Canada’s 
highest. The area probably has more 
cars per capita than any other center 
and acontributing factor is that about 
four-fifths of young married women 
work. Another factor is that unem- 
ployment is just about unknown. 

High School students are also kindly 
disposed to the Company because 
during holidays they work inthe paper 
mill at good pay and many of them sub- 
sequently finance themselves through 
University that way. Then, too, many 
students have a personal interest in 
the Company because many employees 
buy Company stock, with parents 
frequently registering it in their 
children’s names. In a waythis could 
some day prove embarrassing for the 
Company. For instance an ambitious 
offspring might be so carried away 
with the desire to own an entire pulp 
mill that he might start one of his 
own. However if he did, it wouldn’t 
worry the Powell River Company. 

In anaddress to the Company’s 25- 
Year Club last December, Harold S. 
Foley, Chairman of the Board, stated 
that an additional 6.3 million tons of 
newsprint will be required from Can- 
ada by the U.S. alone between now 
and 1980. This will require Canadian 
mills to double capacity in the inter- 
vening 24 years. So if a mill or two 
did start up it wouldn’t exactly flood 
the market. 

To the visitor’a tour through a pulp 
mill isn’t too enlightening. He is 
quite likelyto emerge more confused 
than when he started. His overall 
impression will be a combination of 
noise and silence, of hot and cold, of 
indescribable odours mingled with the 
clean smell of fir, cedar, spruce, 
hemlock and other soft-wood logs; of 
confusion and methodical efficiency. 
His clearest picture will be that of 
the log being hauled from the water 
and greeted by a nine-foot circular 
saw. Thenthings happen most rapidly. 

The log is cut then barked by high 
pressure water jets. It is next up- 
ended into a machine that reduces it 
to chips as easily as a housewife 
grating a carrot, and a lot faster. 


The chips are screened and conveyed 


to huge digesters where they are 
cooked for four hours in a chemical 
mixture. They are then washed, 


rinsed, and otherwise purified before 
being mixed with wood ground into 
mush by huge grind stones. The mix- 
ture, known as ‘‘stock’’, then flows 
onto the endless fast-moving wire 
screen of the paper making machine 
toemerge as an 18 1/2 foot wide sheet 
of newsprint... While the entire oper- 
ation sounds fairly simple, the mill 
requires a staff of 2,200. The woods 
operations and other subsidiares like 
carton manufacturing, bring the total 
employment figure to 4, 000. 

The investment is about $90,000, 
000, and the wage bill last year was 
almost $20,000,000. Electricity used 
would run a good-sized city, and the 
two-and-a-half billion gallons ofwater 
used dailyexceedsNew York’s entire 
demand. 

If the statistical minded were to 
follow a sheet of paper to see how far 
one day’s production would stretch, 
they would have a good week-ends 
work. On the average day the eight 
machines turn out a sheet of paper 
that would stretch 10,000 miles. When 
the ninth machine is operational this 
fall, it will boost production about 
another 1,800 miles, fora yearly out- 
put of 500, 000 tons. 

The machine will also bring new 
families to the district. One thing 
that these families will soon learn is 
that while they are strangers in the 
community, they willnot be strangers 
long. In anamazingly short time they 
will take root and become part of the 
community. They will quickly learn 
that they are in an unusually active 
community, a community that has 
tackled long and arduous projects and 
won out over great obstacles. 
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They will learn that the community 
has been fortunate in receiving much 
assistance in its projects from an 
extremely wealthy and generous com- 
pany. But they will also learn that 
the citizens themselves are most en- 
ergetic, and once having started a 
project do not yield until its com- 
pletion. And they will learn that per- 
haps the reason for this success is a 
local slogan: 


When men meet together--that is the 


beginning 

When men staytogether--that is pro- 
gress 

When men work together--that is 
success. 


It has proven so in Powell River , 
for both employer and employee. 


THE END 
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went down, built up and went down. 
The last big die-off was during the 
winter of 1952-53, when a combination 
of lungworm infestation and pneu- 
monia caused a severe epidemic. 
Since that winter, Colorado officials 
have adopted a policy of annual con- 
trolled hunts on most of their sheep 
herds. This servesto breakthe bands 
up and tends to spread them over a 
larger area, aS well as removing 
surplus rams from the herds. In 
addition, they have had for several 
years, avigorous program of trapping 
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and transplanting bighorns. Over a 
dozen transplants have been carried 
out in that state. It was discovered 
the transplanted sheep multiplied 
more rapidly than the herd from 
whence they came. These policies 
are aimed at long term objectives. 

Here then, was an opportunity to 
undertake a similar program with the 
rare California bighorn. The State 
of Oregon was in a position to finance 
such an expensive operation with 
Federal Aid funds. There was plenty 
of good sheep country down there, 
for it must be remembered that this 
part of Oregon is natural habitat for 
the California bighorn where they 
once flourished. In fact less than 
fifty years ago the Hart Mountain area 
(where the surplus of a B.C. band 
now roam) was the center of their 
range. Lack of predatory control, 
civilization encroaching upon their 
natural rangeland, disease and hard 
winters, gradually caused their num- 
ber to diminish. About 1916 the big- 
horns disappeared entirely from‘the 
state of Oregon. 

Gamie officials estimate there are 
a scant fifteen hundred of this parti- 
cular species left on the continent , 
with the majority of them in the In- 
erior of British Columbia, and a re- 
maining few hundred in California. 
It was believed that the transplant 
would not only strengthen and increase 
the number of sheep in both areas, 
but eventually prove to be the basic 
step toward restoration of this ma- 
jestic animal on the North American 
continent. 

It was on Jack Moon’s Deer Park 
Ranch, thirty miles west of Williams 
Lake, B.C., where the Bighorn trap 
was constructed. Plans forthe trapp- 
ing and transporting were worked out 
between Dr. James Hatter of the B.C. 
Game Commission and Bob Mace, 
chief big game biologist of the Oregon 
Game Commission, and engineered 
by Lawson Sugden, biologist at Will- 
iams Lake. 

The Deer Park band near Williams 
Lake had been estimated at two hun- 
dred and twenty five sheep, one of the 
largest of its kind in existence at the 
presenttime. Biologist had observed 
the band closely during the past ten 
years, and the sheep had shown little 
increase in their number, which led 
tothe conjecture the area was stocked 
to capacity. 

The original two acre trap con- 
structed on Jack Moon’s ranch, where 
the sheep are known to bed down, was 
fenced with seven foot page wire, and 
topped with two strands of barbed 
wire. The grassy double slope around 
which it was built created a hogsback 
up the center. Two large gates were 
suspended above the openings at the 
top and bottom of the trap, by means 
of rope; and two snow fence wings 


flanged out from the bottom opening. 
A shorter fence on the left hand side 
of the trap veered into the bottom, 
terminating in a narrow area, some- 
what resembling a rodeo chute, All 
interest converged on this smaller 
wing, as it was here the men hoped 
to finally subdue the sheep. 

The principle use in trapping the 
sheep was not new, having been tried 
in the States, and also for transplants 
from Banff, Alberta. Nevertheless 
Mr. Sugden added a few ingenious 
plans of his own. 

He had two major obstacles to over- 
come. What delicacy could he use to 
lure the sheep into the trap, and pro- 
viding he was lucky in that respect , 
how could he close the gates once the 
sheep were within? Various mer- 
chants in the village of Williams Lake 
would have been surprised had they 
known Lawson’s purchases of carrots 
food pellets, saltlick, alfalfa, various 
grains, and cabbage, would be con- 
sumed and appreciated (he hoped) by 


the California bighorn sheep. 
Amazing as it may seem it was 


later discovered the sheep had shown 
special preference for the cabbage. 
These tid bitsinand around the trap, 
were a far cry from their usual diet 
of bunch grass, rabbit bush, worm- 
wood, sage brush, service berry and 
Douglas fir. 

How to close the gates providing 
the sheep were foolish enough to ven- 
ture into the trap, was solved during 
a conversation with Doug Stevenson, 
general manager of Mackenzies Ltd. 
of Williams Lake, who was formerly 
a mining engineer. Doug suggested 
the use of an explosive. Further de- 
tails were then evolved between a C. 
I. L. technician and Lawson. 

Wire was strung from both gates to 
a point about six hundred yards from 
the trap that provided a good view of 
the trap and surroundings, while at 
the same time, the observer could 
remain hidden from the sheep. An 
electric detonator was hooked up to 
the end of the wires, When the time 


came the plan worked smoothly. 
Lawson covered the Heer miles 


from Williams Lake to the sheep trap 
a good many times in the few weeks 
preceding the culmination of the first 
successful trapping operation on Nov- 
ember 6, 1954. It is during the last 
week in October and the first week in 
November of each year when the Deer 
Park band concentrate in this area on 
the Moon ranch. The land sweeps up 
from the Fraser River here in grassy 
sloping benchland, and gradually ter- 
minates in long sloping hills studded 
with rocks and groves of fir. 

When he checked the trap on Nov- 
ember 5, he was pleased to findtwenty 
eight bighorns inside it, with seem- 
ingly aS many more on the outside 
nibbling contentedly on the various 
foodstuffs. Lawson made a hurried 


detour toward the clump of fir where 
the circuit terminated, and plunged 
the firing mechanism. The two small 
explosions severed the ropes, and the 
gates dropped into place trapping the 
unsuspecting sheep within. He then 
hurried back to the village and phoned 
the good news to the Oregon com- 
mission in: Portland. 

By noon the next day a double decked 
truck had arrived from Oregon to 
transport the sheep back to a thirty 
five acre holding pen on the rugged 
slopes of Hart Mountain. On hand 
too, were personnel from the Oregon 
Game Commission, as well as various 
officials from the British Columbia 
Game Commission. 
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suspiciously as he paraded back and 
forth between his little group and the 
human interlopers. Outside the fence 
other sheep trotted back and forth, 
occasionally butting the fence as if 
they too would like to be inside with 
the rest of their kind. 

A few n.en strung out along the hogs- 
back in the center of the trap, while 
one man went up the right side to flush 
the sheepdown. With a clatter of tiny 
hooves they swept down the left side 
of the enclosure. A few sheep sped 
on into the narrow part of the trap, 
while others led by the big ram cut 
acrossthecenter. There was unusual 
excitement at the bottom of the trap 
where three husky men grappled bare 
handed with three nimble kicking 
sheep. At first the plan was to rope 
each sheep separately as they came 
intothe narrowchute. It soon became 
evident the ropes would be useless in 
such a small area. Wear and tear on 
both parties was reduced when the 
men closed in, and simply grabhed a 
Sheep and carried it to the waiting 
truck. It seen.ed at times amidst the 
dust and leaping sheep the men were 
going to come out second best. 

After the first three sheep were 
captured, their age and sex deter- 
mined, and ears tagged for identifi- 
cation, the men relaxed for a few 
minutes. ‘‘That’s rougher than ropin’ 
calves,’’ one rancher commented, as 
he mopped the perspiration from his 
face. The newly captured sheep panted 
breathlessly for a few minutes from 
fear and shock; then evidently real- 
izing nothing further was about to 
happento them, settled down quietly. 
One lamb even began sampling the hay 
that was strewn about underfoot. 

Then the chase began all over again, 
flushing them from the right side of 
the trap to the left. This time four 
sheep ran into the trap at the bottom, 
and the remainder swerved across 
the center of the trap. In spite of the 
fact the sheep were chased toward 
the bottom of the trap at least a half 
dozen times, never once did the old 
ram run in. 

It was finally decided they would try 
to rope the old ram. Here was a 
chance for someone to become hero 
of the day, although all laurels had 
already been handed to Lawson. 
Murray Taylor of the B.C. Forestry 
threw the first rope but missed. As 
the old ram raced down the hill in an 
effort to escape, lanky Bob Mace (of 
the Oregon Commission) tried his 
hand. Bob had no time to ponder his 
luck, for as the rope tightened over 
the curled horns he felt a terrific jolt. 
This was the toughest adversary he 
had faced yet in a tug-o-war. The 
ram leaped about six feet in the air, 
then braced hinself stubbornly. As 
the mén tried to coax him down the 
hill, he grunted and kicked, making 


it quite plain he did not approve of 
this undignified method of travel. 
Finally the men had to hog tie him in 
order to make any progress. The 
‘old boy’ seen:ed to have a look of 
disgust on his face, rather than fear 
as he was trudged toward the double 
decked truck. Soon after he was 
placed inside, contentment reigned 
among the rest of the group. 

When the required number of sheep 
were enclosed including young rams, 
ewes and lambs, the truck moved off 
on the beginning of a trip that would 
take them to new pastures and a new 
home. All were in good condition on 
arrival, and the trip with its strange 
cargo of wild sheep took just a little 
over thirty six hours. 

Due tothe success of this operation 
these California bighorn sheep from 
near Williams Lake now roam the 
slopes of eastern Oregon, unwittingly 
trying toestablish newroots on terr- 
ain where their species have been 
extinct since 1916. 

One year later in November 1955, 
the same two acre trap, with added 
improvements was used whenthe B. C. 
Game Commissiontrapped and trans- 
ported eighteen more bighorns from 
the Deer Park band. These were 
distributed to three areas in the 
southern interior of British Colum- 
bia. The new plan included a small 
gate near the bottom of the corral, 
which lead toa fifteen foot square 
eatch pen, with nine foot woven wire 
walls faced with six feet of plywood. 
The plywood served to protect the 
sheep from injury and discouraged 
escape atten:pts through the wire. In 
addition, a conventional livestock 
loading chute adjoined the catch pen. 

The shee Were less fearful on find- 
ing their own way into this strange 
corner, than if they had been placed 
there by human hands. One old ram, 
sensing trickery as he neared the 
chute leaped upwards trying to scale 
the nine foot fence. His horn caught 
in the wire at the top, and he was left 
suspended in midair. Oneof the men 
had to go up and cut the fence at the 
top in order to release him. 

Lawson baited the bighorns last fall 
with approximately the same foodstuff 
as had been used the previous year. 
Ten of the eighteen sheeptrapped last 
fall were rams, four of which were 
very large. In contrast to the first 
trapping operation the last group of 
sheep showed preference for the salt- 
lick. 

Eleven sheep from this group, 
which included three rams were re- 
leased in the Westbranch valley, a 
remote area on the southwestern 
fringe of the Chilcotin ranching coun- 
try in British Columbia. This area 
was at one time inhabited by California 
bighorns and it is the Game Depart- 
ment’s hope to re-establish these rare 
big game aninials here. 


Two of the rams were released in 
the Whitewater Lake district in the 
mountainous country of the southern 
Chilcotin. These should add new 
blood tothe bandthat is already there , 
and perhaps some day provide atrophy 
to some lucky hunter. 

Yhe remaining five rams were 
truckedto Vasseaux Lake inthe south- 
ern Okanagan and released. These 
likewise will add new blood to the 
bighorn sheep band already present 
on the Vasseaux Lake range, and 
provide trophy hunting for those who 
like to scramble up and down moun- 
tain valleys insearchof elusive rams. 
During the past two years, approx- 
imately twenty trophy rams have been 
harvested from this area by hunters. 

It may seem strange to some that 
there is an open season on such rare 
species. ‘(hese seasons, however, are 
ridgidly controlled, and only rams 
with a three quarter horn curl (or 
more) may be taken. Such a regu- 
lation always insures a sufficient 
number of younger rams being left 
for breeding purposes, and permits 
the removal of animals which have 
almost reached the end of their normal 
life span anyway. And too, these old 
rams are considered a detriment to 
the sheep herd, for they cause unnec- 
essary harassment during the rut and 
so reduce the productivity of the herd. 

Controlled harvest of these rams 
is aimed at producing a more favour - 
able sexratio, breaking up excessive 
concentrations, thus reducing chances 
of epidemics. At the same time this 
will provide good recreation and 
trophy hunting for the few hunters 
who participate. 

The British Columbia Game De- 
partment plans to use the Deer Park 
trap on Mr. Moon’s ranch near Will- 
iams Lake every other year or so to 


remove surplus sheep from that par- 
ticular band, and re-establish the 
species on areas suchas Westbranch. 

Yhe California bighorn sheep do 
not present a menace to man or do- 
mestic animal. May they flourish 
once more on the hills and mountains 
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a steep hogs back, crossed two pot 
hole meadows beyond and entered a 
thicket of jackpine. There he jerked 
to a stop. A few feet in front of him 
the drag marks of two deer trenched 
the snow and on either side of the 
drags, twin lines of blood delicately 
crimsoned the crust. It was the scent 
of this blood, rather than sight of the 
drag marks, that hauled Wolf up in 
his tracks. 

Body tensed, Wolf moved over to 
the drags and nosed the tracks. The 
musky smell of the two deer still 
lingered on the snow and moving off 
at a fast lope Wolf began following the 
drag marks. And now, filing behind 
in his tracks, were three lean, cav- 
ernous bellied coyotes that suddenly 
moved onto the scene as if from no- 
where at all. 

The crust almost held Doe up as 
she broke trail towards the river. 
Here and there on some of the more 
exposed ridges, by spreading their 
toes and treading ever so daintily, it 
did support both her and Buck. But 
only for a few yards. For the most 
part the crust crumbled beneath their 
hooves and then every yard of travel 
was one of floundering effort. Since 
the snow crusted after the chinook, 
Doe’s every thought was dominated by 
the urge tokeep travelling until com- 
ing to the steep sidehills above the 
river where a fewofthe sharpest hogs 
back should now be almost bare of 
snow. 

The swamp now lay three miles be- 
hind them but at their present rate of 
progress it would take a full three 
days for her and Buck to reach the 
river. The hard crust soon wore the 
hair from their knees until the skin 
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itself was slashed and drips of their 
own blood spangled the snow along- 
side. 

Since coming from their beds at the 
first light of dawn the two deer had 
been ploughing through the chest deep 
snow without respite. Now, with the 
sun high above them, their every sinew 
and muscle demanded rest. Uneasily 
then, as if realizing they had no right 
to be tarrying, the two deer dragged 
over to a firtree and kneed down into 
the snow. And thus Wolf found them. 

Doe caught Wolf’s scent first and 
she came up from her bed, every 
nerve aquiver. A second or two later 
Buck too thrust up from the snow and 
the two deer stood there for a couple 
of anxious seconds, bulging eyes glued 
on their backtracks. Then with a 
short snort of fear their heads went 
back on their shoulders and they 
bounced off in flight. 

Wolf let out his stride until he was 
a grey wraith hurtling through the 
timber. Whilst two hundred yards 
away when the deer first winded him, 
before the chase was three minutes 
old that distance was cut by half. For 
Wolf moved freely along with nothing 
to hamper his stride while each time 
the hooves of the deer met the crust 
both floundered right to the bottom of 
the snow. There was no equality of 
odds to the contest. 

Buck’s lungs were nigh bursting and 
the length of his jumps shortening. 
Weakened by the near starvation of 
the last month and hobbled by the 
crusted snow, he weaved and stagger - 
ed, tumbled, lurched up from the snow 
again. He turned in his tracks trying 
to parry Wolf’s first thrust with the 
hooves of his front feet. But now Wolf 
was no longer at Buck’s flank, Leap- 
ing toone side and turning in mid air 
Wolf came down at Buck’s hindquart - 
ers. At a single snap of his jaws 
Buck’s left hind leg dangled uselessly; 
another razor edged slash and the 
tendons of Buck’s right hind quarter 
was neatly severed in two, Sitting 
back on his hams Buck skidded his 
maimed body through the snow a few 


feet then lay quiet and still, eyes fixed 
senselessly on the broad sweep of the 
forest. 

But now Wolf’s thoughts were of 
Doe. The taste of the hot blood a- 
gainst his tongue goaded him into an 
insane lust for further slaughter. As 
well expect the surge of a mighty river 
to marktime as it plunges into a can- 
yon as expect that Wolf could now let 
Doe go free. 

The deer’s faltering jumps were 
leading her toward the ice of a lake. 
In other moments of threat she was 
able to escape by fleeing down to the 
lake and swimming out into the water; 
but not now. 

Jackpine and spruce thinning, cott- 
onwood trees ahead. Doe’s spent body 
floundering in the grip of a ten foot 
snow drift, Wolf driving infor the kill. 
But Doe never felt Wolf’steeth as they 
fastened upon her shoulder. She died 
as she hit the drift from sheer ex- 
haustion and fear. 

After gorging at Doe’s carcass until 
he was so full he could barely travel, 
Wolf moved up into the timber and 
bedded alongside ajackpine. He slept 
for forty eight hours and awakened 
still full of gut in the g¢lassy haze of 
another twilight. After stretching and 
toothing a twig ortwo from his fur he 
trotted back to where he had nam- 
strung Buck. All that remained of the 
deer was a bloody smudge on the snow 


and ascattering of offal. Five coyotes 
sneaked away through the thickets as 
Wolf moved onto the scene. 

After the forced inactivity of the 
last month Wolf felt strangely restless 
less. With never a sniff at the re- 
mains of the deer he sat back on his 
haunches and bayed deep and long at 
the evenlight. Then he again tested 
the smell of the air and trotted off 


THE MORAN DAM 


One hour later, as the stars blinked 
on in the heavens, he slowed down to 
a measured walk uneasily nosing the 
night. Ahead a few hundred yards a 
tiny pane of flight accentuates the 
darkness and the tang of smoke lay 
heavy upon the air. 

Wolf had known of the cabin from 
the day it was first built as he had 
also known of the activities of the 


who occasionally visited the 
Wolf could perhaps 
much knowledge of 
poison bait, steel traps and heavy 
cable snares as could the trapper 
himself. One reason why Wolf had 
been able to survive so long despite 
the trapper’s persistent efforts to 
tack his huge hide to a stretching 
board. If traps were concealed and 
baited in the needles of a spruce tree 
Wolf would -not approach within twenty 
yards of the tree. And when he came 
to a deadfall across the trail he sat 
back on his haunches and studied it 
for several moments before passing 
under. Experience had taught him 
that it was in the camouflage of such 
treesthat the trapper laid his snares. 
Ruffing his mane, Wolf made a wide 
circle of the cabin and came out of 
the timber at the ice of a large lake. 
Again he braked down in his tracks 
hesitantly measuring the wind. He 
dropped to his belly and buried his 
nose in his paws as a cow moose 
stepped out ontothe ice a little upwind 
from him. For five minutes he lay 
watching the cow brousing willows 
along the lakeshore then cautiously 
stepped back from the ice and worked 
up through the willows until the moose 
was only a few yards away. The 
moose was a barren cow, thin and 
weakened by old age and tick infest- 
ation. Wolf never bothered with fare 
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of this kind when actually hunting 
meat for there was never a shred of 
fat on their innards and'the flesh was 
tough and stringy. Wolf was some- 
thing of an epicure where food was 
concerned. Even at a distance he 
could pick out the fat from the lean, 
young from the old, as a stockman 
sorts cattle ina pen. At the moment 
he had neither need or desire for food 
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for his stomach had not yet properly 
digested all that was initof Doe. But 
he moved cat-like through the willows 
until the cow raised her head in a- 
larm. Then charging in on her, Wolf 
headed the cow away from the brush 
and out into the centre of the lake. 
Swinging wide, he again started her 
back to the shore and when she was 
almost at the willows he darted in 


ACE COMSTOCK LAND 
AGENCY 


(THE PEACE RIVER LAND MAN) 


* City Property DAWSON CREEK 
* Lake Shore Tracts 


* Rich Peace River Block Farms 


LEACH’S 


TIRE AND RADIATOR 
SERVICE 


GOODYEAR TIRES RETREADING 
DAWSON CREEK, B. C, 


Mens wear 


facke Pelt 


ISSUERS OF B,C, HUNTING AND FISHING LICENCES 
DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


NORTH WEST OW LID. 


DISTRIBUTORS of TEXACO PRODUCTS 


ED. B. HAMILTON 


T. HARRY MORROW 


Farmers - Contractors - Drillers 
For All Your Motor Fuels and Lubricants 
USE TEXACO 


DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


appliances and equipment. 


in general. 
WRITE: 


Northern Gas Ltd. 


WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTORS 


DAWSON CREEK, B.C. 


Page 34 


Canada's Ginest Propane 


We carry’a complete line of PROPANE 
Special cater- 
ing to mines, sawmills, motels and industry 


behind her, nipping flesh and drawing 
blood at the meaty part of her hams. 
The cow turned in hertracks, raising 
up on hind legs, flailing at Wolf with 
her front hooves. But Wolf had cut 
in behind her now and was again raking 
her quarters with histeeth. Thistime 
he tore flesh until a raw bleeding 
wattle dangled down from her leg. 

Again the cow tried to drag herself 
into the timber but again Wolf neatly 
headed her off. While he could have 
hamstrung the cow and put her down 
on the ice any moment he chose, Wolf 
preferred to prolong the sport a few 
minutes longer. 

There was a mischievous twinkle 
in his eyes when finally he allowed the 
cow to lurch away from the ice and 
move intothetimber. He bellied down 
listening to the crunch of her hooves 
onthe crust until the sound was almost 
lost to him. Then swiftly coming up 
from the ice he loped:-after her. 

The cow was a quarter of a mile 
into the timber when Wolf hauled in 
behind her. Ahead lay a thick stand 
of spruce with anarrow, straight path 
cleaving itscentre. There was some- 
thing artificial about that narrow path 
through the spruce; asif it might have 
been cut with an axe. At the moment 
though Wolf’s every thought was of 
the moose ahead. 

The cow moved into the spruce, 
came to a single blow-down that lay 
across the path and stumbled over the 
tree to fall exhausted a dozen yards 
beyond. There was also something 
not entirely natural about the lay of 
the blow down had Wolf but the time 
to notice it. 

Wolf came to the tree, lowered his 
head to pass swiftly beneath. Too late 
he felt the cold cable of the trapper’s 
snare fasten about his ruff. Witha 
short yelp of fright he tried to back 
out and escape the strangling bite of 
wire. But like Wolf himself, the 
snare knew nothing of pity. AJ that 
it caught it held. 

Wolf’s first violent lunge released 
the trigger holding down the tip of the 
Spring pole to which the snare was 
fastened. As the pole--- nine axe 
handies long and six inches through 
at the butt--- jerked up, Wolf’s body 
hoisted throughthe snowto swing like 
a pendulum at its end. Wolf struggled 
and fought, flailing the air with power - 
ful hind legs but evenhis strength was 
supine against the pitiless grip of the 
snare. His teeth came open and his 
tongue lolled from between them as 
the breath was forced from his lungs. 
And thus Wolf perished. A murderer 
allof his life, Wolf died.amurderer’s 


death. With the far away cry of a 
lonesome coyote tolling a mournful 
lament, with moon’s first crescent 
staring sardonically down, seeing 
much, saying nothing. THE END 


MOUNTAIN SPRING 

Continued from Page 7 

like drinking mountain water which 
has been cooled insnowand mellowed 
by a close, cloudless sun until it is a 
draught of life itself. Pure air and 
pure water; there is nothing likethem. 
Nothing so satisfying, nothing so in- 
vigorating. They cannot take the place 
of food, but they can so increase its 
benefits that it nourishes us as it never 
could otherwise. 

But they must be taken with the heart 
as well as with the lungs and lips. 
They must be drawn into our very 
being until they permeate and fill us 
withtheir purity. Then the mind feels 
as though acool stream were running 
slowly and softly over it, slaking the 
fever of people and events, seeping 
into the crevices of each thought and 
soothing it to peace. Body and brain 
become rested and plaint and there is 
nothing now the heart would not a- 
ttempt. It is a new morning, a new 
world and lam anewborn soul seeing 
it and myself for the first time. 

Always for the first time. I can 
never say of any hour of any day: I 
have met you before; or of any leaf or 
flower: I have seen you somewhere. 
When my last hour comes Ishallnever 
know it, for I shall still believe that 
it is my first. 

A flock of red-backed juncos passes 
through one spring day, chirping 
around the kitchen step and making 
the crumbs I throw to them disappear 
like magic. Each morning the chirrup 
of the robin, the silver-threaded song 
of the winter wren and the clear bell 
notes ofthe varied thrush envelop the 
cabin in melody. Purple finch, gold- 
en-crowned sparrow and white-brea- 
sted nuthatch share my breakfast be- 
fore twittering off over the newly-dug 
vegetable plots and a yellow-headed 
blackbird is a two day visitor. 

Near Dubh Glas, that dark pool of 
Teal River, Lord and Lady Harlequin 
pose graciously on two stones near 
the bank. In the pool itself a Barrow 
golden-eye swims and dives in bach- 
elor independence, his courting ritual 
of bobs and flourishes not yet begun. 
The two buffle heads which have gone 
up the glen as usval will soon come 
down again, complete with family. 

Purple, yellow and white crocus 
flower in every garden bed while hy- 
acinth, scillaand heuchera are in full 
bloom with the lenten roses fading 
beside them. But the ground is still 
cold, so the beans - bush and the 
flaming scarlet runner for the cabin 
walls - must wait, although I know it 
will not be long beforethe days are so 
fullof warnith and sunshine that I shall 
be wishing for rain to do my watering 
for me. 

For, with May, I am caught up on 
the full tide of spring. Tulip, nar- 
cissus and iris burst into flower, 


while rock plants are great splashes 
of yellow, rose and startling white 
against the greyness of their back- 
ground. Huge blue and yellow pansies 
challenge the wild and golden dande- 
lion from the prim security of their 
beds. The lovely whistling melody ot 
the hermit thrush mingles with the 
clear five notes and metallic zings of 
the calaveras and MacGillivray warb- 
lers. In the deep forest the lilting, 
liquid song of the varied thrush sounds 
mysteriously and the red-shafted 
flicker cross exultantly as he darts 
from tree to tree. 

The rivers are Wagner during the 
dark hours, but by daythey are green 
and white adventurers storming thru 
the mountain passes to carry their 
colors tothesea. Thenights are still 
coolandclear, but the sunis passion- 
ate and demanding. The pale green 
leaves of bush and deciduous tree grow 
feverishly and the shepherd crooks of 
the bracken fern uncurl almost with 
a snap. 

If I could only paint this beauty and 
this peace which lie all around my 
little mountain cabin. If I could only 
write it down or pattern it into a 
Melody of May. But I have-no way - 
no way at alltotell you. It is in my 
heart and mind, but whenI tryto place 
on paper the sound of spring water 
flowing, the bird songs, the fragrant 
wind whispering through leaf and 
blossom, nothing appears but strange , 
mis-shapen words which bear only a 
travesty of resemblance to the o- 
riginal. 

Is May really a more charming 
month than any other or dol just think 
so because it is May now and I am 
walking home through the cool, scent- 
ed forest after a, morning of happiness 
with spring? Probably, for to each 
month I swear that I love it above all 
others - and when I say that I do not 
feel I lie. But spring - delicate, 
dancing spring of the pale-gold hair 
and the green eyes! Clear, sweet air 
and rushing water; perfume of hy- 
acinth and newly-spaded earth; the 
first bird and bud and butterfly - and 
my own first hour again. 

The dawns of May are silver chilled 
vy night and by the snows wnicn stili 
lie deep on the high mountains. They 
come delicately to my door and lay 
cool fingers on my face when I step 
out into the first light of morning. 
Trill and warvle, whistle and chirp 
come from ali around andthe sun flows 
down the dark sides of Everrreen and 


WHITEHORSE .- 
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Fireweed mountains to fill my valley 
with warmth and brightness. 

The days are golden; not the yellow 
gold of summer, but a green gold, 
thin and newly shining. Dusk comes 
softly and goes reluctantly. Moths 
flutter silently here and there, a bee 
falls asleep in a yellow iris and bird 
songs dwindle and fade into sleepy 
twitterings. A May moon glimmers 
in the darkening sky and the scent of 
narcissus and early lily drifts across 
the face of night. My valley and I fall 
asleep in spring and wake to find the 
rose of June unfolding. THE END 
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Guy Lawrence, author of the Powell 
River article on page 9, celebrated 
his 76th birthday by doing three weeks 
research on the article, and then 
another n.onth battling a cold while 
writing it. But even after completing 
the article he learned that he still 
didn’t have it out of his system. For 
instance he recently wrote that a new 
million dollar business block and 200 
houses were going up in Westview. It 
was a nysterious letter, the writing 
seemed to just.fade away at the end, 
but it all had a logical conclusion. He 
wrote the letter while in bed with a 
temperature of 102°. Persistant chaps 
these writers, spare no efforts to 
ensure that their readers are kept up 
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Coming Jn Guture Issues ! 


The Golden Grief Of CARIBOO CAMERON. 
The P.G.E. Arrives In Vancouver. 


to the minute. 

Otherwise he states that ‘‘at the 
age of seventeen was whisked out from 
England to take part in the Klondike 
gold rush, Came with my father, 
went over the Teslin Trail which took 
fourteen months because we had to 
relay over a ton of supplies with two 
handsleighs over the greater part of 
the trail. Naturally we were un- 
successful in the mining game and 
when my father left suddenly for Eng- 
land aftertwo years, I inherited a log 
cabin, two bales of hay and a sack of 
oats, also $37.00 in cash. Two poker 
games relieved me of the cash and 
one bale of hay. 

Various jobs followed, onceI dug a 
grave in the winter, another time I 
helped embalm a man but quit in the 
middle of the process and joined the 
police force. Eventually found myself 
on the. Yukon Telegraph Line where I 
stayed for forty years less time out 
for World War l. 

Looking forward to the Powell 
River issue and hope your readers 
like it. 

We thinkthey will like it, Guy. Our 
thousands of readers in Central and 
Northern B.C. have a healthy curi- 
osity about other parts of the Pro- 
vince. It is our aim to satisfy their 
desire to know more about their 
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fellow citizens. 

We originally asked the author of 
the piece on Page 7 to write us a 
seasonal article for our issue last 
Christmas. However Grant Madison 
lives at a remote point in the Selkirk 
mountains and bythetime he received 
the letter it was January, rather late 
for something on Christmas. Know- 
ing the slowness of his mail he decided 
to write us a piece on spring, hoping 
that by the time honking formations 
of geese filled the Cariboo skies the 
manuscript would have reached its 
destination. That is just about what 
happened, and whether those familiar 
forerunners of spring actually de- 
livered the story we didn’t question, 
we were just glad to receive it. 

Zeta Graysen’s article on trapping 
California Bighorns in the Chilcotin 
came about in a Slightly different way , 
in fact a way with a touch of romance 
to it. It started the day she opened 
her cabin door and a sheet of paper 
fluttered earthward. ‘‘If you want to 
see the fun’’, it read, ‘‘come to the 
sheep traptoday.’’ The note was from 
her next door neighbour, Lawson 
Sugden, regional game biologist in 
the Williams Lake area. Pausing only 
for pencil and paper she was off, and 
the results are on Page 8. 

Next issue we have one of the most 
interesting and thought -provoking ar- 
ticles we have ever published. It is 
the story of the Moran Dam, and its 
effect on B.C. For instance it will 
add some 800,000 to B.C..’s popula- 
tion andcreate over 100,000 new jobs. 
This is breathtaking we admit, and 
also a bit hard to believe, but then 
anything new and unfamiliar is hard 
to believe. We suggest you read the 
article and be convinced for yourself. 
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